Bie was written by the Honorable FRaNcIs 
ent of the Convention of 1857, which framed the Con- 
State, with no purpose, however, of publication in its 
A but simply to furnish memoranda from which his friends 
le at some time to prepare a sketch of his life. Everything 
: so clearly and fairly set down, that we have determined to 
t precisely as it came from his pen. No pioneer of Iowa now . 
> and few if any who have passed away, bore a more honorable or 
uous part in our early public life, or rendered the State more 
ubstantial service. It is most appropriate in our Putement, that one 


services and honors, should speak for himself. It was due to repeated 
quests by the editor of Tuk ANNALS, 2s well as of more immediate 
_ friends, that Judge Springer prepared this sketch, which it would be 
eS an act of injustice to change in any respect. It is a very valuable 
st “paper. An address which he delivered at the reunion of the surviving 
_ members of the Constitutional Convention, held in Des Moines, January a 
19 and 20, 1882, will hereafter appear in these pages, with sundry his- nn 
torical memoranda relating to himself and others.—Epiror or THE 
ANNALS. ~ ae 


SZ Iam a native of the State of Maine, born April 15, 
ee isit. My father, Nathaniel Springer, was of Swedish 
Rec cont and of patriotic stock. His father, Captain Na- 
et Springer of Bath, was Captain of an artillery 
company in the Revolution, and was killed while in the 
. service. . 

be My father was a shipwright by occupation, and for 
- some years in the early part of this century was engaged 
a in a prosperous business, constructing sea-going vessels 
| 
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‘Decrees of Napoleon, my father had unfinished vessels on 


was a disastrous blow to the ship-building, shipping and 


as I was told of the famous tea party held in Boston har- 


the Britiah ndaes: in Coane and the Berlin cone Milan 


the stocks which that measure rendered worthless. It — ; 


commercial interests of the country, and especially so of ie 
New England. Its blighting effects continued long a 
enough to reduce men from affluence to penury. Re 

My mother’s maiden name was Mary Clark, of Anglo- a 
Saxon descent, daughter of Captain John Clark, a member 


bor on the night of December 18, 1773. Then and subse- 
quently he was actively engaged in navigation. He lost 
some vessels by French Spoliation prior to 1800—claims 
for which our government by the treaty with France had 
assumed to pay, but declined to take any steps toward ~ 
payment until within the last decade, nearly 100 years 
after the ‘‘cause of action” had accrued, and after the 
original claimants and two generations of heirs had nearly 
all passed away—when the spoliation claims were referred 
by act of Congress to the court of claims for adjudication, 
but with the proviso that the government was not to be 
bound to pay any of them. Among the awards referred 
to Congress by the Court was one in favor of the heirs of 
Captain Clark for the loss of the ship Lowisa, valued at 
$15,650, which was paid in 1891, 

Circumstances separated me when a lad of eleven 
years from my relatives. When leaving home I went to 
live with a farmer’s family in Strafford county, New 
Hampshire. They had no children, so I became a sort of 
adopted son, and was treated by them with affectionate 
kindness during the ten years that I had and made my ° 
home with them. They were good people, members of 
the Baptist denomination, and possessed of moderate 
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ee ae land i in Rew arrianigahiee! ne thier ia 
supply of rocks and stones, requiring laborious” 


country friends. A part of the business of the farm in the 
winter season was hauling cord-wood from the farm to 
market, a distance of some twelve miles. The team used 


- for this purpose consisted of two yokes of oxen and an ox 


sled. JI remember thinking it quite an achievement for 


me to be permitted to drive, at the age of fourteen, such a_ 


team loaded with a cord of wood; starting before midnight, 
*‘solitary and alone,” walking all the way in the snow by 
the side of the near ox of the rear yoke (holding with my 
right hand to one end of the bow which projected above 
the yoke,) going at a pace of two miles an hour, reaching 


_ the market place about daylight next morning, selling my 


load at four dollars a cord, and getting back home in the 
evening, feeling proud enough of my performance. 
During these six years the facilities I had for educa- 
tion were limited chiefly to the winter district school, 
where were taught the regulation branches of ‘‘reading, 
writing and ciphering,” with a class in geography and 
grammar. In the intervals of school and of work I re- 
ceived some instruction occasionally from friends. In my 
eighteenth year I attended « fall term of the Rochester 
Academy, at the close of which I received from the 
preceptor a certificate of qualification for teaching 
school. That winter I taught a country school at $10 a 
month, boarding round among the families of the pupils. 
Among the scholars were some girls and boys older, and 


: il to remove them from the ground preparatory to seed- 

_ ingit for crops. The crops were not large, but with good. 
f cultivation fair in yield. The price of corn there at that 
Ba _ time was a dollar a bushel; a half bushel would pay a 
_ laboring man for a day’s work. I worked on the farm 
, during the first five or six years that I lived with my 
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ae ‘term of the achaamg} pa ead another cor ntr, 
the winter following. Afterwards, in the succe 
i years; a taught village schools, one in aS town of F 


studies by myself, in the interval be to ee oe 
friends, one of whom was a physician, Doctor Jeremiah _ 
Dow; another was preceptor Ingersoll, late of Rochester b 
“Academy, and. then student at law in the law office. of = 
Daniel Goodenow of Alfred, Maine. a4 

In the year 1833 I had returned to Maine, and the 
next year commenced to read law in the office of William _ 
Goodenow in Portland. During the course of my law 
studies I served at odd times as assistant editor on The 
Be. Portland Courier, whose editor and proprietor was Seba 
-, Smith, author of the celebrated ‘‘Jack Downing” Letters. | 
Iwas admitted to the bar at Portland in the year 1838. 

I then had a desire to adopt in advance the advice of Mr. 
Greeley, ‘‘Go west, young man, and grow up with the 
ye country.” 

For some years a warm friendship had subsisted 
between Edward H. Thomas* and myself. In age I was 
it his senior by nearly two years. He was a graduate of 
’ Bowdoin College; he read law at Portland in the law office | 
ee of Stephen Longfellow, father of H. W. Longfellow, 
a America’s gifted poet. My friend Thomas had been ad- 
mitted to the bar a year or two in advance of me. He too 
had a touch of the western fever. 

We had arranged to go together to try our fortunes 
in the far west, whose western limit appeared then to be | 
, the State of Illinois. We started together on our pilgrim- 
age from Portland in October, 1838, traveling by steam- ' 
boat to Boston; thence by rail and steamboat to New 
York; thence by rail to Harrisburg; thence by canal- 
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*Since this sketch was written, Mr. Thomas died at his home in 
Portland, at the age of eighty-three. 
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‘the sand-bar delays on the Ohio river. Our steamer was 
three weeks making the trip from Pittsburg to Saint 
_ Louis. We spent a pleasant week at the college in Jack- 
_ sonville with some student friends. We met while there 
; a brother of Henry Clay residing at Jacksonville, who 
quite naturally felt proud of his brother ‘‘Harry,” as the 
: & foremost statesman of the south, if not of the country. 

“s We were equipped with letters of introduction, among 
s others to Daniel Webster of Boston, Ogden Hoffman and 
James Brooks of New York, Judge Bellamy Storer and 
Gen. W. H. Harrison of Cincinnati, and George D. Prentice, 
_ the gifted journalist of Louisville. Mr. Webster had not 

~ long before visited Illinois, where he had acquired some 

2 _interest in connection with a friend resident in that State. 
R Mr. Webster was kind enough to give us a letter to him. 
4 
i 


Our objective when we started from Portland was Illinois. 
“Towa had hardly been heard of so far east at that early 
day. At Cincinnati by the advice of Judge Storer we 
changed our destination from Illinois to lowa. We reached 
Burlington on Sunday, the 21st day of December, 1535. 

= ‘The Territory of Iowa had been organized in July of that 
; year, having previously been a part of and under the juris- 
: diction of Michigan, and afterward of Wisconsin. These 
changes of jurisdiction are curiously illustrated by an 
j anecdote told of James W. Woods. He is reported to have 
. said that he had one child born in Michigan, another in 
_ Wisconsin and another in Iowa, and yet all three were 
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Picts a sicanier. to apttent ee shana ora ae, < 
to Jacksonville; thence by open wagon to Burling- Alte 
et 1, Iowa. We were some seven weeks on our journey, | a 
es SP escinaing. a day or two stopping in Boston, New York, _ 
eS Ci neinnati, Louisville, Saint Louis and J acksonville, and | 


tiful de = anuitlitee aiintgerds: Eacasoe! the wife 
“ee Leffler. The first. Legislature of the Territor 


of Iowa was then in session in the building known as — 


Old Zion Church. 


Our advent was followed on the night of our arrival : 
by an extemporized reception held in a new unfinished | 
frame building; where were gathered a jolly crowd of — 


members of the bar and others; where music, song and 


wit abounded, and where my friend Thomas’ musical and | 


social talents were welcomed as an acquisition. I regret 
to have to say that the reception was followed not long 
after its adjournment by a luminous bonfire made by the 
building in which it had been held, caused, it was believed, 
by the stub of a cigar dropped among the shavings. 

We stopped in Burlington about one week, making. 
the acquaintance of many prominent men, members of the 
bar and of the legislative and executive departments of 
the Territorial government, and others from the different 
counties. From the county of Louisa, we met James 
M. Clark, member of the legisiative council, William L. 
Toole, member of the house, Daniel Brewer, one of the 
clerks, and Samuel M. Kirkpatrick, an intelligent “high 
private.” 

We were several times in Judge Charles Mason's. 
court, and in each branch of the legislative department, 
and of course paid our respects to the executive depart- 
ment, at the head of which was Governor Robert Lucas. 

Judge Mason impressed us favorably, both as a man 
and as a judge. Our respect for him was by no means 
lessened when in July of the next year, as Chief Justice 
of the Territorial Supreme Court, in delivering the opin- 
ion of the court in the habeas corpus case of Ralph, a slave 
claimed as a fugitive by his master (Montgomery) of 
Missouri, he announced the doctrine that no slave could 
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and Thora S Wilson, con- 


irst legislative assembly of Iowa was a fine oles e O 
; body of men. _ They would compare favorably with — # 
- y legislative assembly Iowa has since had. General 
, Jesse Brown of the county’ of Lee, tall—six feet six— 
_ - dignified, graceful and courteous, was president of the oe 
es gece Colonel William H. Wallace of Henry county pee 
was Speaker of the House; impressive in person, manner 
and voice, he was a model presiding officer. When I first 9 
entered the House, James W. Grimes, one of the members 
2 ‘from Des Moines county, had the floor addressing the 
a - House on some question of interest. Though probably the 
_ youngest member, he was listened to with marked atten- 
_ tion, giving promise then of the eminence as a lawyer and 
_ statesman which awaited him later. 
The first settlers of Iowa it has been said were from 
_ southern Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Mr. Grimes was one 
of many from New England, a good country to be born in 
and not a bad country to emigrate from; whose early 
people, the Puritan fathers, as is well known, were noted 
for their rugged virtues, some of them for their austere ; 
regard for the proprieties of life, as seen in what have ae 
; been called their blue laws, one of which is said to have 
. 
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er 


made it an offence for a husband to kiss his wife or lover 
his sweetheart on the Lord’s day! But they doubtless ere 
long outgrew such notions when they came to see how 
vain it was to expect to enforce a prohibitory law against 
kissing on the Lord's day or any other day! But notwith- 
standing some peculiarities, it may be said that no people 
deserve to be held in higher regard than they for their 
steadfast devotion to the cause of popular government. 
Tf not called the mother of presidents, New England may 
be said to be the mother of States, for there is probably 
- no state in the Union north of Mason and Dixon’s line in 


; ture on Front street occupied by aes 2 & Parindge 
the principal merchants at that time. We were favorably 
impressed with Burlington as then seen—fortunate in her” 
location as a commercial center, as well as in the push, | 
energy and spirit of her people, such re as ls ie Bi 
states are made of. ; 
As a result of the information we gathered 3 ina week's: , 
sojourn in Burlington, we concluded to locate in Louisa 
county; so in the afternoon of Saturday, the 27th day of 
December, we left Burlington for Wapello, kindly escorted . 
by Mr. Kirkpatrick, who was on horseback, while Mr. | 
Thomas and I for private reasons* took it afoot. That 
wer. evening we made Burkhardt’s Point, about twelve miles . 
é from Burlington, where we slept soundly in one of the 
rooms of a double log cabin, so Well ventilated that we could 
see stars, as we lay in the bed, through the unplastered or 
unmudded spaces between the logs. In the afternoon of | 
the next day, Sunday, one of those bright, crisp, buoyant 
winter days for which our climate is noted, we reached 
Wapello and met a settlers’ welcome. But few families 
, were then there, and some three or four unfinished frame 
houses. Wapello at that time consisted of three towns, 
. on paper at least, named Upper, Middle and Lower Wa- 
vi pello. The location of the county seat in March, 1839, 
and the subsequent entry of the S. E. + of Sec. 27 by the 
county as the site of the county seat, had the effect of 
consolidating the three embryo towns into one. © There 


ee 


*The fact was that the combined treasury of the two hopeful 
disciples of Blackstone was then reduced to fifty cents. 
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A —- edatty . ie county w were held i in log ne a. 
t a sessions of the Grand Jury were held at first in an Pa 

rk yes adjacent ravine, Mr. Thomas and I were the first resi- 
dent lawyers in the county. At our first term of court, 
7g held i in April, 1839, we were engaged in some forty cases. 
Of lawyers from other counties attending our early court, 
: Ror recall the names of Alfred Rich, Hugh T. Reid and 
- x ~ Philip Veile, of Lee, David Rorer, M. D. Browning, W. W. 
_ Chapman, James W. Woods, James W. Grimes and Henry 
_ Starr, of Des Moines, Stephen Whicher, Ralph P. Lowe, } 
William G. Woodward and Jacob Butler, of Muscatine— ; 4 
__ all able lawyers and prominent men. One would have 
had to go far indeed to find an abler bar. 


a Referring to early courts, I may speak of a sort of iy x 
provisional court organized by settlers in congressional 3 Sa 
townships of government lands prior to being first offered “x 
for sale—which would be at public auction, at a minimum a: 

price of $1.25 per acre. In order to settle claim contro- Se 

-* versies that might occur among the settlers. and to pre- A i 


-—s vent adverse bidding at the land sales, a ‘‘township claim 
committee” was appointed, composed of three capable 
men (of the settlers) whose duty it was to hear and decide 
upon all contested claims. The parties on due notice 
would appear before the committee (sometimes with at- 
torney) make their statements, present their proofs, when 
after hearing the case a decision would be made, and 
whichever way it went the losing party was bound by 
honor and the unwritten law of the township to acquiesce 
in it. He knew he must do this, or expect rough handling 
at the land sales from the settlers who would be present 
in force, one of them acting as township bidder for all, 
as the tracts were called by the Register of the Land 
Office, giving the name of the settler entitled. The 
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nie Contest was then in the second Judicial dis 


_ trict, presided over by Judge Joseph Williams of Musca- ’ 
He was appointed by president Van Buren in 1838 
- from the Key Stone State. Though nota first rate. lawyer, “a 
he was a good.judge, popular as a man and as a judge: 
He had wonderful versatility of gifts outside of his pro- 
fession. He and my friend Edward H. Thomas were the 
life and center of attraction of the social circles of evenings 
when on court circuits, both being adepts in vocal and 


instrumental music. The Judge was at home on almost 
any instrument, banjo, drum, fife as well as on instru- 
ments of a higher grade. Mr. Thomas’ specialty, though 
good on other instruments, was the flute, on which he had 
few equals anywhere. The Judge's gift as a comedian 
would keep a crowd in a roar—as a ventriloquist he would 
sometimes ‘‘astonish the natives.” He was withal a con- 
sistent member of the Methodist Church, and a warm 
friend of temperance. His kindness and respect shown to 
the younger members of the bar of his court were netable 
and appreciated. The Judge had a trait, sometimes seen 
in great men, of caring nothing for money; for at times 


while holding court upon his circuit he would find himself ~ 


short in his hotel bill, when his friend Thomas or some 
other bachelor member of the bar would gladly come to 
his rescue and pay the bill. 

Perhaps I may allude to a catastrophe that befell a 
party of bachelors at Wapello in 1839 at their first and last 
experience at bach-keeping. In the spring of that year 
the party, consisting of John W. Brookbank, a talented 


young doctor from the Hoosier State, Edward H. Thomas, 


and I, in order to improve, if might be, our board accom- 
modations, undertook a bach-keeping experiment. Our 


a 


; E craft, and sailed along quite independent and happy in our 


of the year,” overtook us witha violent rain-storm, the wind 
__ blew and the rain poured all night. In the morning the 
i storm still continuing we had got our breakfast on to cook, 
when all of asudden down came our chimney, pots, kettles, 
- _ breakfast and all in one common ruin; and thus ended our 
_ bachelor experience. 
A - The next year, 1840, was the year of the memorable 
' presidential campaign of ‘‘Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” 
The political pot was kept boiling during months preced- 
ing the election. lowa though having no voice in the 
election was by no means free from the general excite- 
ment. Whig and democrat were the parties contesting 
_ for the Territorial offices. General Augustus C. Dodge 
and Alfred Rich were the opposing candidates for dele- 
gate to Congress. The canvass was spirited, with log 
cabin and hard cider accompaniments. The democrats were 
successful, and General Dodge was elected. 

In the legislative council district composed of the 
counties of Louisa and Washington and the country west, 
at a mass meeting of Whigs held at Wapello in the 
summer of 1840, I was nominated as a candidate without 

4 opposition and at the election chosen. Daniel Brewer of 
Wapello was my competitor. The legislative council was 
composed of thirteen members, the house of representa- 
tives of twenty-six; members of the council were elected 
for two years, of the house for one. My election was for 
the third and fourth legislative assemblies. The third 
convened at Burlington, November 2, 1840. Mr. Bone- 
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was a log nie of iia regular SR a yes a nee as 
place in one end opening into a chimney of likedimen- 
s constructed of sticks and clay or mud, the sticks laid = 
Swise, a bar of iron for a crane, with hooks for sus-— 
a pending our pots and kettles. Our pantry and larder being — 
furnished as well as might be, we launched our bachelor 


. “success, until a melancholy day in November, ‘‘the saddest — : 


: Acad two- -story Gaike building located on J ethease Ba 
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about where the clothing establishment of Rabb Bros. Re: 
now situated. Burlington had made good progress in the 
previous two years, and had begun to assume city airs as. ‘ 
a consequence. But now new seat-of-government makers — 
were appearing, zealous for achange. The third legisla- — ; 
tive assembly was the last that Burlington was to have. ~ 
She had now become able to live and thrive without it. 
The site for the new seat of government was located in + 
May, 1839, and work begun on the foundation for the Ter-_ 
ritorial Capitol building the same year. I remember being 
one of a cavalcade of four who started from Wapello in 
June, 1839, on an exploring expedition west to look at the 
country, find the site of the new capital, visit the Sac and 
Fox Indians (in their’ new home to which they had been 
removed from the 400 square mile reservation lying in 
Louisa and Washington counties) and thence to swing 
round the circuit of our excursion home again. We found 
the stake which had been driven by the locating commis- 
sioners on the spot where the capitol was afterwards 
erected. A half-built log cabin was the only structure in 
sight anywhere around, The Indians at their village ~ 
favored us with an exhibition of a grand war dance. The 
village was on the south bank of the Iowa river some 
twelve miles west of the capital. We left towards evening, 
taking a southerly trail, fording the Streams, traveling till 
near midnight, camping in a small cluster of bushes, 
tethering our horses, using the saddles for pillows—the 
ground our bed, the sky our covering, the wolf’s howl our 
music. The next day we reached the site of what is now 
Washington, and that evening Wapello. 

The seat of government having been transferred to 
Iowa City, the fourth legislative assembly convened there 


t ‘departments of the Territorial government, 


~ assembly adjourned February 18, 1842. 


3 the same district a member of the fifth and sixth legislative 
assemblies, in both of which I served. The sixth ad- 
_ journed February 16, 1844. Governor John Chambers of 

Kentucky had been appointed by General Harrison in 1841 
(among other reasons for distinguished military services 
_ in the war of 1812), and served with great acceptance and 
ability as governor of Iowa until the appointment of his 
_ successor, James Clarke of Burlington, in 1845. Our 
social and official relations during his term of service 
= were pleasant and agreeable tome. I was shown by him 
~ much personal consideration. As an instance, I may state 


that during a session of the legislative council in Febru- . 


ary, 1844, I had recommended my friend Thomas for ap- 


pointment to the office of district attorney for the middle © 


___ judicial district of the Territory. William G. Woodward 
: of Muscatine was an applicant for the appointment, 
strongly endorsed and highly thought of by the Governor 
and by all who knew him. Another office to be filled by 
appointment was that of commissioner to superintend the 
erection of the new capitol. The name of my father-in- 


2 law, Judge Coleman, among others, had been spoken of 
: for the place. I had not recommended him. Ata morning 
. session of the Council one day, without a previous word 


tome, Governor Chambers came into the council chamber, 
and coming to my seat laid on my desk a paper containing 
the appointment of both, as a compliment to me, which L 
of course greatly appreciated. 

The fourth state election was held October 26, 1546, 
at which I was elected a member of the Senate of the first 


been constructed for are: Ld Sa hate of oe 


i the new capitol then in course of construction should — 
completed far enough to admit of being used. The 


At the general election of 1842 I was re-elected from 
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» City, November 30, 1846, adjourned February 25, 1847, 


“T drew 


term for four years. The first session convened at Ton 


convened again in extra session January 3, 1848, and ad- — a 
journed the 25th of the same month. a 

The second general assembly convened December 4, 
1848, and adjourned January 15, 1849. No other extra — a 
session was held in the remainder of my term of service. — 


In the summer of 1849, and again in that of 1850, I 


was appointed special agent of the Post Office department, 


charged with the duty of visiting the post offices of Wis- 
consin, collecting the government money in those offices 
and transferring it to St. Louis, which occupied me several 
weeks in each of those years. 

In May, 1851, I was appointed by President Fillmore 
Register of the United States Land office at Fairfield, Iowa, 
and served until May, 1853, after which in November 
following I removed with my family back to Wapello, 
remaining in Wapello a year or two. I thence removed 
to Columbus City township for the twofold purpose of im- 
proving my health (which had become somewhat impaired 
by confinement to official duty) by more out door exercise, 
and of indulging a partiality I had for farming by opening 
some farms on Some lands I owned near the town of 
Columbus City. 

Jn 1854 I was elected to the oftice of prosecuting attor- 
ney for the county, and on the death of Wright Williams 
became ex-officio county Judge, to which office I was 
elected in 1855. 

In 1856 I was appointed one of the delegates of Iowa 
to the first National Convention of the Republican party 
held at Philadelphia, on June 17 of that year. That con- 
vention was a notable gathering of earnest, patriotic men. 
Among them such names as Gen. Banks and Henry Wilson 
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a ; Rita of our Saeleention. I was one of the Ties Presi- — 
dents. sR 


An event connected with the convention of, as I think, 


- great significance to the country, though but little perhaps 


thought of and less spoken of since, occured in its pro- 


j ceedings. The nomination of Fremont was a forgone 
conclusion. But who was to be the candidate for Vice 


President? The Illinois delegation, headed by Wash- 


- burne of Galena proposed and earnestly advocated the 


name of Abraham Lincoln. How fortunate for the country 
that the friends of Mr. Lincoln failed to nominate him 
for second place on a ticket destined to defeat, the effect 


_ of which might not have been afterwards overcome. 


Curiously enough an episode at the hotel where we 
stopped occurred personal to Henry Wilsonand me. When 
we were introduced and he had learned my name, ‘‘Are 
you,” he asked, ‘“‘the Francis Springer who once taught a 
school in the town of Farmington, New Hampshire, which 
I attended as a pupil about the year 1531?” ‘‘Yes,” I said, 
‘‘and Ihave some recollection of a pupil by your name; "and 
Imight have added that I was not prepared to say whether 
the attraction that brought him.to the school (he was not 


‘I think a resident of the district) was the character of the 


school or the presence as a pupil of a beautiful young lady 
whose name was Wilson, probably a cousin. 

In the autumn of the same year, at a general rally of 
the republicans of the county near Columbus City, I was 
proposed as a candidate to represent the county in the 
Constitutional. Convention to be held at Iowa City in Jan- 
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‘The convention, composed of thirty 
- vened at Iowa City, J anuary 25, and Tpaltineenod ; 
5, 1857, The caucus of republican members for nomina 
faiheers was held the night preceding the day of meetin 
of the ican i Gee ieccncc tease made me late in react 
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held: 
next morning, when I was informed of my nami inganne for | 
President of the Convention. It was a position indo 3 
and unsolicited by me. My impression is that the vote QD yy 
the caucus was a unit in favor of my nomination, no other | 
member having been proposed. % 
* Bie The election of the nominees for the several official — 
a positions occurred on the second day, the republican mem- 
bers voting for me, the democratic for Judge J. C. Hall. 
In 1858 I was elected to the office of Judge of the 
district court of the first judicial district for a term of 
four years, and took my seat on the bench at Burlington 
at the January term, 4859. To this oftice I was re-elected 
in 1562, and again in 1866, and served in it until Novem- 
ber, 1869, when I resigned to take the office of collector of 


ae internal revenue for the first collection district of Iowa, . 
‘ made vacant by the resignation of General Belknap to 
oa become secretary of war in President Grant’s cabinet. In - 
1 this office I served until the autumn of 1876 when I was 

- most willingly relegated to the rank of ‘thigh private.” 


In December, 1842, I was married to Miss Naney R. 
Colman, daughter of Hon. John M. Colman of Iowa City, 
wu native of Kentucky, her mother a native of Ireland. 
She was born at Terra Haute, Indiana, J anuary 8, 1825, 
and died of pneumonia at Cimarron, New Mexico, Novem- 
ber 12, 1874, while on a visit to her son Frank. By our 
union eight children were born, six sons and two daugh- 
ters. ‘wo of the sons first born died in infancy, and a 
little daughter at the age of two years. The fourth son, 
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Peer GEORGE GILLASPY.—He was a aEalet of the 


A Seed warts (mean this in no political sense), in body, mind 
- and manners. Evidently reared amid the surroundings 
_ of a somewhat rude life, without early. or late opportuni- 
BS ties of education, a rail-splitter, a wood-chopper, a bull- 
_ whacker, with a big head full of brains, he grew up to be 


one of the most noted men of the State. By a constant 


contact and struggle with the world, and a keen observa- 


- 


‘ 
oe 


3 _ tion of men—he never wasted much time on books—he made 


himself a fair scholar, a public speaker of unusual force, 


and one of the most attractive talkers [ever heard. He 


had wonderful personal magnetism, and no one ever came 
into his presence but felt its influence. He possessed an 
inexhaustible fund of graphic and humorous illustrations, 


chiefly drawn from his own observation and wide experi- 


ence. Although of a most genial nature, he occasionally 
made enemies, for he always spoke right out, and struck 
hard, seeming to throw the force of his great body into 
all his expressions. He was a born leader, and wherever 
he lived he was recognized as the chief man—wherever 
he sat was the head of the table. He was deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of Ottumwa, and became so identified 
with all its public projects that no one ever heard the 


“name of that place, but it at once recalled Gillaspy, and 


whenever he was referred to, one always thought of the 
busy, enterprising city of Ottumwa.—Hon. Edward John- 
stone in Iowa State Register, January 21, 1882. 
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BY HON.'D. Cc. BLOOMER. 


: 4 ‘ 
: : ot ie 2 
f vies : % 


The plan of cater Towa, either as ceavelere or ef 
manent residents, was quite | early entertained by the — . 53 
| Mormon. leaders. After their expulsion from Missouri, 4 

they were kindly received by the residents of Quincy, but a 
having been expelled from two states, why could they not “a 
be driven from a third also? To provide for this possible © : 
emergency, Isaac Galland, an elder in the Mormon 
Church, in February, 1839, wrote to Robert Lucas, its 
then Governor, inquiring whether their people would be : 
permitted to purchase lands, and settle in the territory of 
Towa. His answer was well worthy an American citizen. 
He stated that he knew of no authority that could con- 
stitutionally deprive them of that right; that they were citi- 
zens of the United States, and were entitled to the same _ 
political rights and legal protection as other citizens; 
and that their religious opinions had nothing to do with 
our political transactions. 

These kindly sentiments of Governer Lucas amounted 
to a strong condemnation of the way these people had 
been treated in Missouri, where they had been driven from 
their homes, cast into prison and some of them murdered. 

Thus encouraged, a few families of the Mormon faith, 
after their expulsion from Missouri, settled in the extreme 
south-eastern corner of the Territory of Iowa in 1839 and 
1840. Bishop Knight, for the Church, bought a part of the 
town site of Keokuk on the west bank of the Mississippi, 
and also the town site of Nashville six miles further up 
the river. A part of the site of Montrose, four miles fur- 
ther north, together with a large quantity of land in its 
vicinity was bought in the same way, and for the same 


wt 


NEE A Oke eee oe Oe Se es | 


HON. D. C. BLOOMER. 


on fr souri, a ‘portion: of han eat one ee 
dred ilies, have Lied Lee iv uaods on are Be a 


seis warm fom and encouraged their presence. 
Across from Montrose, on the east side of the Missis- 
__- sippi river was a little town called Commerce, then con- 
_ taining about twenty houses. It had been started by a 
_ company of New York speculators, but had not proved a 
_ fortunate venture, and they were glad to find a purchaser. 
The site was bought by the Mormons, who changed its 
name to Nauvoo, ‘‘from the Hebrew, which signifies beauti- 
ful, and the location actually fills the definition, for nature 
had not formed a lovelier spot on the banks of the river oie 
from New Orleans.” 
The ‘‘Saints” in large numbers then crossed the river, 
and settled in the new town, Joseph Smith came on from 
his prison in Missouri and declared Nauvoo to be thence- 
forward the seat of the Church. His power was then very 
great and his word was law to his followers. The people 
of Lilinois were very friendly to the newcomers. In 1840 
the legislature granted them four very liberal charters for 
the government of the city. One was a city charter, 
another authorized the establishment of a university, 
another was for industrial purposes, and another for a 
military body to be called the ‘‘Nauvoo Legion.” The town 
increased rapidly in population and the foundation of a 
new and magnificent temple was laid. | Nearly all those 
who had been driven from Missouri took up their residence 
at Nauvoo or its immediate vicinity. Converts were gained 
all over the west and to some extent in the east also. 
Early in the year 1840, Brigham Young, H. C. Kimball, 


i _ began to make their appearance in Nauvoo, having” 
converted by these missionaries to the Mormon faith. — 


mission | n to ing letd: ‘and soon Bet from over the o 


writer in The Salem (Ohio) Advertiser who visited the cit 
in 1843, exclaims, ‘‘Nauvoo is the best place in the world. — 
Its facilities, tranquilities and virtues are not equaled in 
the world. No vice is meant to be tolerated, no grog-shop 
allowed, nor would we have any trouble, if it were not for 
the lenity in suffering the world to come in and trade and 
enjoy our society. Peace and harmony reign in the city. 
The drunkard is scarcely ever seen as in other cities, 
neither does the awful imprecation, or a profane oath, 
strike upon your ear; but while all is storm and tempest in 
comparison abroad, respecting the Mormons, all is peace 
and harmony at home.” 

As captivating as this picture seemed. yet trouble soon — 
came to the residents in Nauyoo. Notwithstanding the 
favor at first shown by the people of Quincy and vicinity 
to their new Mormon neighbors, yet they soon got into 
trouble with them. The ‘Saints’ were prosperous and 
increased in numbers. They were charged by the people 
wround them with being arrogant and overbearing. Their 
city charter gave them large powers and they passed 
ordinances which almost set the laws of the state at defi- 
unce. ‘Then came the revelation of July 12, 1843, permit- 
ting plurality of wives to the Mormon brethren, and this 
added new fuel to the hatred of the people around them. 
In June, 1844, the Governor of the State called on Smith 
to go to Carthage and deliver himself up to the civil 
authorities. In spite of the remonstrances of his friends, 
he complied, saying, ‘I am going like a lamb to the 
slaughter, but Iam calm as the summer morning. I shall 
die innocent, and it shall be said of me: he was murdered 
in cold blood.” He and his brother Hyrum were shot by 
« mob in Carthage on the 27th day of July, 1844. 
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ch ¢ Pater Day Saints followed soon 
the death of Smith, and for awhile comparative | 
ace reigned. The great temple was finished and dedi- x - i 
5 ited. But the aroused enmity of the people around them 
ee: id not cease. They did not like their neighbors, and the 
ay people of Quincy, their old-time friends, on the 22nd of 
Be September, 1845, in public meeting declared that further 
pat efforts to live in peace with the Mormons were useless. 
a “ They said: ‘‘It is a settled thing that the public sentiment 
in the State is against them, and it will be in vain to con- 

tend against it, and it is their duty to obey the public will 
- and leave the State as speedily us possible.” 

The Mormons themselves had come to recognize this 
state of public feeling. They saw that they could not much 
longer remain in this beautiful city of Nauvoo. As early = 
as September 9th of the same year, a general council was 

: held in the city, when it was resolved that a company of Be 
a _ fifteen hundred men should be selected to go to Salt Lake 

Valley, and a special committee of five was also selected, ; 

to gather information on the subject of emigration. There Re 

is nothing to show that this company of fifteen hundred — 
ever actually set out on the proposed journey. 

BS When the resolutions of the Quincy meeting were com- 
municated to the Mormons, they acquiesced in the demand 
that they should leave, but asked for further time. They 
said they could not set out so early in the spring when 
there would be neither food nor water for man or beast; 
but it was their full intention to go far enough away to be 
free from their enemies. They immediately began the 
sale of their property. Hundreds of farms and lots and 
two thousand houses were offered for sale in Nauvoo. 

‘The city was full of excitement. Sales of property were 
rapidly and hastily made. Wagous in great numbers were 
prepared, covered with canvas tops, and preparations 
made for the great exodus before them, the like of which 
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ae Egypt. In January, 1846, the order wis mae. in Cot 
- that a detachment should immediately set forth. 1}. 
could not go at once. Some must be left behind. As to. 
these Brigham Young said: “Beloved brethren, it now 
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friends who are necessarily left behind for a season to ob- 
~ tain an outfit through the sale of their property, shall be 


remains te be proven whether those of our family and a 


mobbed, burned, or driven away by force.” And in truth, i 
all these things did happen to the poor people remaining __ 
in the town. = 
The actual crossing of the river into lowa commenced a 

on the 10th day of February, 1846. The people passed. 
over with their teams and baggage in the river-craft then 
inuse. At their head was Brigham Young himself, who. 
directed all their movements, and with him were John 
Taylor, George A. Smith, Heber C. Kimball, Willard 
Richards, Orson Hyde, Orson Pratt, Perly P. Pratt, and 
Amasa Lyman, all elders and leaders in the Mormon 
Church. The cold increased so that within a few days 
the river was frozen over and crossing was made on the 
ice. The entire transfer of the first emigration was not 
completed until May, when about sixteen thousand souls 
in all had stepped on lowa soil. Their first camp was 
made at Sugar Creek, a few miles from Nauvoo. The 
snow covered the ground. After a few days rest they 
began their march toward the setting sun. In the lone 
line were three thousand wagons, thirty thousand head,of 
cattle and great numbers of horses, mules and sheep. Bad. 
as were their surroundings, they were not despondent. 
Says elder John Taylor: ‘*We were happy and contented, 
and the songs of Zion resounded from wagon to wagon, 
reverberating through the woods while the echo returned 
from the distant hill.” There were stringed instruments. 
in every company. Prayers, singing, dancing and story- 
telling, were intermingled around the evening camp-fires. 


cents ‘per Seuat,. ae as spring ‘came on, there was ibe 
cee i lenty of pasture, while groves of timber, thickly scat- — it 
tered along the way, furnished abundance of fire wood. 
_ Above all, there was no enemy to molest, or make them 

afraid. They were in beautiful Iowa, which has never 
Species the Mormons or any other people. 

; Three weeks after leaving Nauvoo, they made thee 
: end stationary camp at Richardson’s Point in Lee 
county. Leaving there, they moved on to Chariton river, 
and thence to Locust Creek, one hundred and fifty miles 
from the river. Garden Grove and then Mount Pisgah 
are reached. At the former place many located, and at 
both, farming settlements sprang up as if by magic. -On 
_the morning of the 23rd of April, the bugle sounded at 
Garden Grove and the men assembled to organize for labor. 
_ Soon hundreds were at work, cutting trees, splitting rails, 
making fences, building bridges and houses, plowing, and ‘ 
eo. herding cattle. The same industrious scenes were also Be 
; witnessed at Mount Pisgah, and these settlements were 
for years, resting-places for converts to the Mormon faith 

while on their way to the land of promise. 

Turning back now to the remnant of these people 
left in Nauvoo, we find that trouble came to them from 
various directions. The people of Illinois were deter- 
mined to get rid of them. They were assailed in various 
ways and their life became a burden. Finally, on the 7th 

of September they were told in decisive terms that they 
“must go.” There was some fighting after that, but on 
the 17th of September, 1845, all the Mormons remain- 
ing, crossed the river into Iowa and the Gentiles took full 
possession. This last band was not very numerous, and 
the people comprising it were very poor. They huddled 
together at what was called ‘‘Poor Camp,” about two 
‘ miles above Montrose. They were without provisions 
and almost starving, and the Gentiles in Nauvoo took 
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ing rae! eas ae ‘Many were sick, shaking w 

- burning with fever, and compelled to take cites 

the storms under wagons and in the bushes. Just t 

quantity of quails fell in the camp, and all along the 1 oe 

- for forty miles, which were gladly picked up and used for 
food. Some of the “Saints” thought it a miraculous inter- 
position of Divine Providence in their favor. Heber eek 
Kimball was with this company, and he gives many touch- 
ing incidents of the suffering of the people composing it. | 
Finally, wagons were sent back from Garden Grove and 
Mount Pisgah, and in October, ‘‘Poor Camp” was deserted 
and its occupants started west to join their more fortunate — 
brethren on the prairies of Iowa. + 

During the whole summer of 1846 the great Mormon — 

migration was under way. All had turned their backs to 
‘the Mississippi and were traveling on toward the other 
great river which flowed along the western boundaries of 
Iowa. The wagons carrying the people and their effects 
were numbered by thousands and were scattered all along 
the way over the prairies, leaving small settlements in the 
groves, where future travelers could find a resting-place. 
Many had no teams or wagons and so made the toiisome 
journey on foot, dragging some sort of hand vehicle, or 
pushing wheelbarrows in which their few earthly effects 
were stored. There was much sickness on the way among 
the people, and not a few graves were left along the line 
of travel. But there was no complaining, for all had full 
faith in their mission and in their leaders, of whom Brig- 
ham was chief. His was an indomitable spirit, persever- 
ing and courageous, and knowing no such word as fail. 
Nothing like this great movement had ever before been 
seen on the continent, but it was reproduced in many of 

He its features in subsequent years, when the same people, 

im under many of the same leaders, reinforced by many re- 

cruits, made their way across the great plains beyond the 

Missouri to the mountains and valleys of Utah. 


a 1is point mnt the broad conte of the Missouri beyond, 
* and in the groves and bluffs bordering it on the east. 
Rev. Henry De Long, now a respected resident of Coun- 


and company with which he was connected, camped at 
_ Mynster Spring. Council Point and Traders’ Point, some 
miles south of Council Bluffs, were then known as 


Indians were not yet all gone, and those remaining re- 
ceived the new comers with great kindness. At the set- 
tlements at Mount Pisgah and Garden Grove many re- 

- remained and did not reach the Missouri that year. There 

_ was a lack of teams to bring them forward, and even those 
who had teams, and did not join in the grand march west- 
ward, were compelled to use them either in bringing for- 

ward the poor people from Nauvoo or in raising crops for 
their subsistence. At these places great privations were 
endured during the following winter, arising from lack of 
food and clothing, and at some places along the way many 
graves showed how severe the siclness and suffering had 
been. 

At this time, 1846, the war with Mexico was in pro- 
gress. Some important victories had been gained by our 
armies on the Rio Grande, but more troops were wanted. 
Pienty of men were offering to enlist, but for some reason, 
F never fully disclosed, the Government determined, en- 
4 couraged by Elder Little, to raise a battalion of troops 
2 among the Mormon emigrants in lowa. Captain James 
Allen, First U. S. Dragoons, was directed to proceed to 
‘the west and carry out this plan. He reached Mount 


cil Bluffs, was with the train, and tells me that the family 


E  erossing-places on the Missouri. The Pottawattamie — 
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address to his followers in which he said: “If you want 


- aecording to the dictates of our conscience, we must raise : 
the battalion.” That was enough. The volunteers were Re 


they held a ball which was conducted in quite primitive _ 
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the privilege of going where we can worship. God — 


soon enlisted and sworn, in all, five companies of one 
hundred each. -On the afternoon of the i9th day of July 


style, and all were happy; they were going to fight alike — ; ¥ 
the battles of the Lord and their country. No higher 
motives could actuate human beings. The next day they 
started on their journey. Highty women and children 
accompanied them, as also several elders of the Church. 
They marched through the country of their old enemies 
in Missouri, but were not molested by them, and they 
finally reached Fort Leavenworth on the Ist of August. 
There they received their arms and clothing; also each 
man forty dollars, which they sent home to their families 
by Elders Hyde and Taylor, who bid them goodbye and 
God speed in their future marches and trials. 
Mrs. Snow, the Mormon poetess, says: 


‘‘And on the brave battalion went 
With Colone] Allen, who was sent ‘ 
As Officer of Government. 
The noble Colonel knew 
His ‘Mormon boys’ were brave and true; 
And he was proud of his command 
As he led forth his Mormon band.’’ 


A full history of the movements of this battalion has 
been written, but it is outside of my present purpose. 
Some of its members afterwards returned to Pottawatta- 
mie county, and among them William Garner, who became 
one of its most respected citizens and a large land proprie- 
tor, « 

The country on the west side of the Missouri was at 
this time in the possession of the Omaha, Pawnee and 


; leaders to move over to that side of the river. The cross- 


groves about three miles from the river, where they built 
_ amill. Becoming afraid of Indian hostility, or from some 


the autumn to a nice location on the banks of the river, 
: which they named ‘‘Winter Quarters,” and is now included 
within the corporate limits of the city of Florence. This 
spot they enclosed on its western side with a high, strong 
stockade and at the same time proceeded to erect huts 
and excavate ‘‘dug outs” in which to pass the coming 
winter. These were numbered by hundreds. Brigham 
Young, with his family, spent the winter in a large adobe 
hut. On the 6th of April at a meeting of the Church 
Council, it was determined to send an expedition to Salt 
Lake Valley, and on the 14th this expedition started with 
73 wagons, 143 picked men, three women and two child- 
ren, Brigham Young himself being their leader. It 
reached Great Salt Lake Valley on the 24th of July, and 
this region henceforth became the Zion of the Mormon 
Church. After remaining there a month or two, Young 
set out on his return to ‘‘Winter Quarters,” reaching that 
camp on the last day of October. 

The great body of the Mormons remained in ‘Winter 
“Quarters,” during the year 1847. They planted corn and 
other crops along the river and thus secured a good supply 
of provisions. The camp was in charge of the Bishops, 
who preserved good order, and no others were allowed to- 
sell spirituous liquors. Some of them began to put in 
force the revelation of Joseph Smith permitting a plural- 
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ing commenced in August at a point near where the Union 
_ Pacific bridge now stands, and was continued until nearly : 
the entire body of emigrants had passed over. They — 
moved northward about six miles, and at first located in 


other cause, they changed their quarters in the course of. 


ae Indians, - with saboden chiefs Craton foie entered L BY 
into negotiations. These were of such a favorable char- 
we acter that it was determined by Young and the other 
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camp and many burials. During the winter of “1847-8 at 
Church Council held here in the big adobe occupied by 
er Brigham Young, he was declared to be the president and | 2 * 
head of the Mormon Church, and henceforth none dared — 

atest dispute his authority. His word was now the law to x 
all the ‘‘Saints.” Fo 
i As the spring advanced preparations were made for | 
another grand movement to the new land of promise in 
- the Utah mountains. Young called upon all who could do. 
so to go with him on his second expedition over the great _ < 
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plains. By the beginning of June, 1848, it was under way, 
and was composed of 623 wagons and 1891 men, women 
and children—but we cannot follow its course. 
“Winter Quarters” was soon deserted. Those who 
could not go with Young, and their number was large, 
passed over the river into lowa. They made their head- 
quarters on Indian Creek, within the limits of the present 
city of Corncil Bluffs, where Orson Hyde had been stop- 
ping since his arrival on the Missouri. They spread 
themselves out over the adjacent country and a large part 
of the territory included in the present counties of Potta- 
wattamie and Mills was soon Occupied by them. The old 
block-house erected by the U.S. troops in 1839 near the 
Bryant Spring, appears to have been a central point, 
around which the heads of the Church fixed their residence. 
A large building had already been erected by Hyde, or 
under his directions, of logs and puncheons, on Harmony 
Street, and used for both religious and secular purposes. 
The ‘Saints’ were generally fond of dancing, and frequent 
gatherings for that purpose were held in this building; 
nearly always begun with prayer, and as the women 
greatly outnumbered the other sex, two of them were 
commonly assigned as partners to each man. Farther 
east, on Hyde Street, on which Hyde himself resided, 


; 
: 
; 
4 
- 
7 
‘ 
‘ 


"ye oe Nee 


Roe sr Bu ? pads * hae 


two stories: high was also erectec 


in later years as a a Court House. ~The writer was ad- 


. nein in this uilding. in 1 1855 Tts floor consisted 
of a thick layer of saw-dust. aed mins its side and over- 
. head it was covered with cotton sheeting. Another large — 


church building on Pigeon Creek, some six or seven miles 


further north, was also erected, and along the banks of | 


that creek, and over very nearly the entire territory now 
included in the counties of Pottawattamie and Mills, 
Mormon families took up their residence, and made their 
homes in nearly all the groves of timber scattered over 
them. They cultivated small tracts in the adjacent prai- 
ries, and cut down the trees and used the timber for their 
own purposes, without restraint from any one. 

The cholera, in an exceedingly violent form, visited 
nearly all these Mormon settlements in 1849 and 1850. 
The people were but poorly prepared to meet it. They 
had little medicine and few physicians. Their residences 
were not conducive to good health. Moreover, they 
relied largely upon prayer and the direct interposition of 
Divine Providence to stay the terrible scourge. <A great 
many deaths followed, especially in the principal points. 
At Kanesyille, now Council Bluffs, many hundreds were 
stricken down and buried on the high rounded bluff, over- 
looking the Missouri valley for a long distance, and now 
included within the limits of Fairview Cemetery. 

From their return from ‘‘Winter Quarters” in the 
spring of 1848, the territory now included within the 
counties I have named, was, for the next five years, in 
almost exclusive occupancy and control of the Mormons. 
They guided public sentiment, and all elections were de- 
cided as their leaders directed. Pottawattamie county 
‘was organized in September, 1848, but it was some time 
before any county officers were elected. Henry Miller in 


n was ‘used for public purposes, as a school Housey 


rk James Sloane as District J dd, and F. Burdick, as Oana , 
Judge, assumed their respective duties in 1851; and 
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0, and A iba Bryant in 1852, were elec 


in the same year the County commissioners took charge j 


of the fiscal affairs of the county. In 1850 the national of 
census showed a population of 7,828. The present city of — 
~ Council Bluffs was then known as Kanesville, and by that _ 


name a Postoffice was established in 1848, with Evan M. 
Green as Postmaster; but it was four or five years before 
mails began to arrive regularly. The Frontier Guard was 
established in 1848 by Eider Orson Hyde, and was con- 
ducted by him for the next four years. This was the first 
newspaper printed in western Iowa. A. W. Babbitt started 
The Bugle in 1850, and printed it for three years, when it 
passed into the hands of J. E. Johnson. Both were full- 
fledged Mormons. This A. W. Babbitt, along with Elder 
Hyde, had an election poll opened in November, 1848, 
at which 527 votes were given for General Taylor, and 
42 for General Cass, for President of the United States. 
These votes were never Counted, having in some way been 
kept out of the hands of the State canvassers. For the part 


‘Hyde and Babbitt had taken in this election, they were 


severely called to account by the Church Council in Salt 
Lake; Hyde submitted to the censures of the Church, but 
Babbitt refused. Some seven years afterwards, while on 
his way to Salt Lake City with a valuable train, he was 
killed by the Indians; but there was strong suspicion that 
some of the Danite bands from among the Mormons had 
something to do with it. 

During the years succeeding 1848, even down to 1860, 
large parties of Mormon recruits came on from the east 
and made Council) Bluffs their temporary stopping-place 
and outfitting point. However. they soon continued on 
their long journey toward the mountains, although some 
members in each company were left behind, and thus the 


of these companies, consisting of several hundred — 


effects in hand-carts procured in Iowa City for their use. 
Many women were hauling them along, like so many 
_ beasts of burden. It was then late in the season but Wis 
_ €rossed the river ‘and continued their tramp westward, 
Many lost their lives, and others suffered terribly before - 
they reached the end of their journey. . 
Polygamy, which had been authorized, as we have 
seen, by Joseph Smith, through a so-called Divine reve- 
lation, was quite extensively practiced in Iowa during 
the early residence of the Mormons. Some of them 
had taken a plurality of wives before they left Nauvoo, 
- and they added to this number in their new homes. 
Others followed their example. In Kanesville, many 
of the well-to-do men—and no others were allowed to 
have them—had several wives. Elder Hyde set the 
example and his dwelling was well supplied. I have 
already referred to John D. Lee with his ten wives at 
‘‘Winter Quarters.” George A. Smith, who had his resi- 
dence in the valley, just beyond the present eastern limits 
of Fairmont Park, in Council Bluffs, had seven, while Mr. 
Miller, who opened several farms adjacent to Stringtown 
on the bottoms, had four or five whom he kept at work in 
his fields during the summer; and many others of the 
“Saints” had a plurality of wives ‘‘sealed” to them. This 
3 most abhorrent practice continued during the years 1848, 
1849, 1850, 1851 and 1852, but in the last of these years, 
: the Gentiles began to come in, and those who indulged in 
it either left for Salt Lake Valley with their families, or 
quietly set aside their surplus wives, and not much more 

was heard of polygamy, even among the ‘‘Saints” who 
remained in the State. The Code of Iowa, which then and 

now contains the singular provision that no prosecution 
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? yee Rifhieneort “It fitted. their case exactly. 
- The Mormons while in Iowa, were guilty of very. 
offenses against the laws, and seldom ‘resorted to at 
2 tribunals for settlement of their differences. In fact, nc 5 
. court existed among them until 1851. The Bishops hadi. 
Serbs general oversight over their followers, and their decisions a 2] 
and directions were quietly acquiesced in. Orson Hyde, here a 
on the Missouri, was the supreme arbiter and head of the 
Church, and no one thought of questioning his authority. 
This pastoral condition of the community was greatly ~ 

disturbed when the emigration to the gold regions in Cal- 

ifornia commenced in 1850. Then Kanesvilie became the 

principal starting point of those who passed through Iowa 

on their way to the rich mines in the far distant west. 

They overran the town to a large extent and troubled the 

“Saints” who dwelt in it a good deal. It was still worse 

when the miners came back with plenty of gold dust. 

Gambling dens and drinking houses were opened, and vice 

in various forms became prevalent. The Mormons pro- 

tested but could not help themselves. Gentiles also began 

; to make their appearance as permanent residents in con- 

oe, siderable numbers, and trading houses were opened in the 

io log buildings along the rough streets. It was full time 

for the ‘‘Saints” to leave. 

Each year following their return to Iowa in 1848 

large parties had left for the Utah valleys. The leaders 

; of the Church had persistently urged this course upon all 

their people, but it was not until 1852 that this duty was 

nade more imperative. Salt Lake City was the new Zion 

and thither all trae ‘Saints’ must bend their steps. Then 

a general exodus began, Elder Hyde discontinued his 

paper and led out the emigrants over the plains. This 

continued for several years before the great body of the 

people were gone. The Mormons sold out their little 
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in ected ante She Church and adopted by its wackew ine 
spite of the positive injunction of the Book of Mormon 

- itself. These last altogether set aside and condemned the 

pretended revelation which justified polygamy, and they 

“ refused to go forward with the general emigration to 

_. Utah. They remained in Towa, Illinois and Missouri, and 

_ perhaps in some other states, in considerable numbers. 

Joseph Smith, Jr., is now the recognized head of this 

_ branch of the Mormon faith. It has a comfortable church 

__ building in Council. Bluffs, and a respectable congregation 

—_ connected with it, and each year Smith visits it and holds 

- a general conference largely attended, of all the ‘‘re-or- 
ganized churches of the Latter Day Saints.” There are 
several other organizations of the same character in this 
part of the State, so that Iowa still has a respectable =e os 

* number of Mormons among its population. They are 
orderly, law-abiding people, good citizens and neighbors, 

gz their only peculiarity being that they accept the book of ee 

g Mormon as of equal authority with the Holy Scripture. iy: 

They fully believe that Joseph Smith was an inspired 

prophet and leader, and that he gave his life as a testi- 

mony to the truth of his revelations. 

The headquarters of this branch of the Mormon faith 

is at Lamoni, in Decatur county, the residence of Smith, 

f who is represented to be a worthy citizen. The Church ; 
at that place is large and influential. Here is located ¥ 
Graceland College, with a goodly number of students, in 

_ charge of competent teachers and professors, and in which 


rs nts? _ 
printed at fnides and i is the’ official Pibeoaee # of. ae 
 re-organized Church of Jesus “Christ of the Latter Day 
Saints.” Its pages are filled with articles very similar 
: % to those generally found in the religious papers of the © 
country. The copy of this paper now before me contains 
communications from Iowa, Victoria, Michigan, Ohio, 
- West Virginia, Alabama, Illinois, Wisconsin and other 
~ states, indicating the wide extent to which this branch of 
the Mormon belief has spread over the country. In Pot- 
- tawattamie county there are seven distinct church organ-— be 
izations connected with it, and the total membership in © 
the State is placed at six thousand. 
CounciL BLUFFS, Iowa, December, 1896. 


Iowa Firry YEARS AGo.—The first election under 
the state constitution was held on the 26th of October, 1848, 

- when Ansel Briggs was chosen governor. The first gen- 
eral assembly of the State met at lowa City on the 30th 
of November and fifty years ago, December 30, Ansel — 
Briggs took his oath of office, which was administered 
by Hon. Charles Mason, chief justice of the territory, 
Silas A. Hudson, of this city, was chief clerk of the 
house of representatives of the first general assembly, and 
though infirm in body retains at the age of more than four 1 
score years his mental faculties and a good memory of the . 

Ma: early days, with his old patriotic devotion to the cause of 

the country and good government.—Burlington Hawkeye. 


| ALL our Western troops have been heroes, but the 
mf | Iowa troops have been heroes among heroes. The ‘Iowa 
First,” ‘‘lowa Second,” ‘‘lowa Fourth” and ‘‘lowa Seventh” 
are bodies of men who would have given an additional 
luster even to Thermopylae, Marathon, Austerlitz or Wag- 
ram. Iowa may be proud of her sons and all Americans 
may be proud of Iowa.—St. Louis News, May, 1862, 
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| GOVERNMENT SURVEYING IN EARLY IOWA. 
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BY IRA COOK. 
> oe." -Tt has eae to me that it would be well to preserve 

ies THE ANNALS some facts and incidents connnected with © 
the Government surveys in our State, and with this end 
in view I propose to relate some of my own experiences. 

Except immediately along the Mississippi and in a 

____ few localities on some of the larger streams, these surveys es 

-_—~preceded the settlement of the country, so that the depu- : 

ty surveyor who had a contract to survey a given district 

generally found himself beyond any settlement, and, as a 

- consequence, must carry with him his house (tent) and his fee. 


-__ supplies of provisions and complete outtit for a trip ex- “ 
a tending, in some cases, over many months. It followed, 33 
of course, that he was obliged to restrict himself and his = 4 


men to the simplest necessities of food and clothing. <A eel 
barrel or two of salt pork, flour in barrels, navy beans, - 
with sugar, coffee, salt and pepper, made up the sum of i 
our larder. For bedding we had rubber blankets, buffalo ~ +e 
robes and heavy woolen blankets. With these we could 
keep both warm and dry. 

A surveying party would consist of either six or 
eleyen men, depending upon whether it was intended to 
use one or two instruments. First, the surveyor, then 
two chainmen and an axeman or mound-builder, made up 
the field party; a cook and teamster completed the party. 
This would allow us one extra man in case of sickness of 
any of the party, or we could use him as a flagman when 


needed. 
My first experience was in the fall and winter of 1849 


and 1850. By purchase I became the half owner of a con- 
tract to sub-divide ten townships, our district being within 
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outer county, a Sad so by nae of Bloomfield i in Davis wees ae 
we tarried for a day to recruit our stock of provisions, as a x: 
this was our last chance—for soon after leaving that town 
we left the settled portion of the country. SF 
Not far from Bloomfield we struck what was called 
‘the “Old. Dragoon trail,” leading from Camp Des Moines, 
at the head of the lower rapids in Lee county, to Fort 
Leavenworth. This was a help to us, as on it we found 
fords which enabled us to cross the numerous streams 
which abound in southern Iowa. On Grand river we ~ 
found a Mormon town, called Mount Pisgah. I think this 
must have been in the southern part of what is now Clark 
county. There were about twenty families here. It was 
a a sort of half-way place between Nauvoo and the Missouri 
i) river. They (the Mormons) had been driven out of Nau- 


BS voo and (many of them were too poor to go further) made 

4 this a resting place, built log cabins and wintered and ; 
“ ‘summered here, raising a crop and then moving on toward 

e the promised land, to be succeeded by others. 

; We were overtaken here by the ‘“Equinoctial storm” 


} and were detained some days on account of high water in 
the streams. We employed several of these men to go 
ij with us and thus completed our party of eleven men. 
aa After leaving Mount Pisgah we saw no more white men 
. for many months. 

In due time we reached our: contract and commenced 
work, but we had consumed two weeks and more in getting 
there. I have gone into these details in order to show to 
the present generation what their early predecessors, as 
pioneers and employes of the Government, underwent in 
order to prepare this great State of Iowa to become what 
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ur command to overcome the obstacle. All the | 


et yon cd ‘camnp equipage, provisions, Ste. “Som eHeness 
__we would look for two large cottonwood trees on opposite 
sides of the stream. These we would cut down, so that 
_ they would meet and overlap each other in mid-stream, 
thus forming a foot bridge. Over this we would transport 
- our movables; then we would swim the horses over; then | 
with chains and ropes so fasten the axles and wheels of | ; 
- our wagon to the box that they would fioat; then when 

- that was floated to the other shore hitch the horses to the 
end of the wagon tongue and, with the aid of the strong 
arms of the men, land the same on the bank, load up and 
go on our way rejoicing. 

Lremember one occasion of this kind where we ‘hae . 
hardly accomplished the crossing when night settled down 
upon us. Too tired to put up our tent, we ate a cold bite, 
maybe had a cup of coffee with it, and then every man i 
seized his blanket and, picking out the softest spot that 
he could find, lay down for the night. My own bed was 
at the foot of an oak tree, using the root for a pillow. As a 
this was my first experience of this kind, 1 remember I <4 
thought it rather tough, but I soon got used to that sort 
of thing. 

_ The time covered by my service as a government sur- 
veyor was from 1849-to 1853, and of all the men then 
engaged as brother surveyors with whom I was ac- 
quainted and more or less intimate, T can not now recall 
a half dozen that are living. Our work was hard, our 
days long; in winter or summer. we were at work in 
the morning as soon as we could see, worked as long as we 
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-“bee-tree” containing several gallons of honey; and once, _ 


; wild hog. Incidents of this kind helped not only our 


light or starlight, often for many miles. We lived ) 
bread, salt pork, beans and coffee. — Occasionally we woulé 
vary it by the capture of wild game. On this trip I re- 
member one of the boys shot a deer, and once we found a © 


with the aid of a big dog, a jack staff and a convenient 
snow bank, we captured a two hundred and fifty pound 


larder, but also broke the monotony of our lives. x 

We completed our work in January, 1850, broke camp 
and started for home. In order to have the benefit of the 
settlements in Missouri we travelled directly south, and 
on the first night of our homeward journey occurred an 
incident which I will relate as showing what men can en- 
dure in the way of cold, when inured to it by long ex- 
posure. We reached Platte river at nightfall, but found no 
timber in which to camp, only some scattering trees for fire- 
wood, and the ground frozen so hard that we could not put 
up our tent. We built-a good, big fire, got supper, drew 
the wagon up so as to form a wind-break and camped down 
between it and the fire. We were painfully aware that it 
was cold, very cold, but just how cold we could not tell. 
Next day before noon we reached a settlement in Gentry 
county, Missouri, and, making inquiry as to the tempera- 
ture that morning, were informed that the thermometer 
registered 31 degrees below zero! 

I spent seven months of 1851, and January, 1852, in 
Wisconsin. For some months I worked in the heavy 
timber and swamps between Wisconsin river and Wolf 
river. This was really on the divide between the waters 
of the Mississippi and the Great Lakes, as the Wisconsin 
runs to the Mississippi and the Wolf river into Green 
Bay. The timber, both on the high lands and in the — 
Swamp, was so dense that a good square look at the face 
of the sun was a rare sight. As we progressed with our 


e@ ¢ ‘the enee? but not for Sea) and soon 
horses and only carried what we could on our 
Necessarily our rations shrank more and more, 
on one occasion I remember we were reduced fora | 
y and a half to salt pork and coffee. During this time 
there happened one of the saddest incidents in my ane 
rience in this work. 
: Z In the district adjoining mine on the east, a feotne: 
of the late Hon. Platt Smith, of Dubuque, was at work. 
One night we had a terrible thunder storm and hurricane, 
Mr. Smith had been over to thy camp the Sunday before and 
_ I knew about where he was at work. The second day after 
_ the storm I found his camp, or, rather, where it had been 
the night of the storm, and right across the spot where 
his tent stood lay an immense basswood tree, uprooted 
= by the storm. In looking around for some evidence of 
what had happened, we found a large beech tree, on the 
smooth bark of which the men had cut with a marking iron 
- abrief history of what had happened. The particulars I 
learned afterward. They had camped early, got their 
supper and the men had all lain down for the night but 
- Mr. Smith. He was tying his cravat to the tent pole when 3 
4 the storm struck them blowing the large tree directly 4s 
across their tent, killing instantly Mr. Smith and one of . i 
his men and crippling another for life. My party were so = 
shocked and overcome by the tragedy that doubt if a \ ee 
laugh was heard in my camp for a week afterwards. ‘ing 
Later that year I was at work further south on Fox ‘e 
River in the vicinity-of the town of Berlin. We were now | 
in a settled country and had more of a variety for our Ry 
table. In January, 1852, I closed my work there and 
started home by the way of Dubuque. From Buffalo Lake, 
the head of Fox River, where we closed our work, to Du- 
buque was a good three hundred miles. People who know 


= 
‘ae 


yee ON Po eee oe eee fi) Ss 
- : a a. * 


Boh “my sae included five ranges in “Aitken Ke oe ‘Winne- 
shiek Counties. My work was partly ia that. portion of 
those counties which a writer in a recent number of the | et ( 
“Midland Monthly” calls the ‘Switzerland of Towa.” « 
Here among swiftly running streams, deep canons, moun- 


tainous hills and rocky precipices, I worked for two months | 


and really here I had the most pleasant and enjoyable time | 
of all my different trips. I found that the brooks and 
- ereeks were pretty well stocked with speckled trout. I 


had not seen one since a boy of ten years, and I could 


not resist the temptation to go after them. And go I did. 


For one whole week a cousin and myself whipped the 
streams, large and small. How many we captured J do 
not say, as I am not writing ‘‘Fish Stories,” butitis ebicchee 
to say that we were satisfied. 

One incident that happened on this survey I must relate 
as a curiosity. The most of the land that was available 
had been taken up by squatters, and so there were a good 
many settlers in my district. This township 100 consists 
of five full sections north and south, but the sixth section 


was only about two or three chains wide, say eight to. 


twelve rods. One day in running up one of my range 
lines I struck a man’s farm. It was partly in Iowa and 
partly in Minnesota. When I was through with running 
my lines, his cultivated land was situated in two States, 
four townships and six sections! I thought he was pretty 
well scattered. 

My work completed, we came down to Lansing, ex- 
pecting soon to get a steamboat for Dubuque. We were, 
however. informed that there would not be a boat down 
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JIRA COOK, 
U. S. Government Surveyor, from an old Daguerreotype. 
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, and we seven. men Sep alts on board. When we ae t 
> all on board, we had not more than four inches be- cy 


: : b at the craft was as steady as a Mepantect -four gun ship oa 
ste and we pulled out and made the trip to Davenport in 
, __ safety. 
In September, 1852, the aa General, Hon. 
_ George B. Sargent, sent me to sub-divide a district com- 
i S prising ten townships, pretty well up on the head waters. 
BS of the Raccoon river, now comprised in the counties of 
_ Carroll and Sac. At that time this district was many 
miles beyond the limits of white settlements and was the 
home of the elk, the deer and the wolf. My home was 
‘then in Davenport, and, with my company of ten men, I 
_made the trip to Des Moines on foot, my one pair of horses 
being sufficiently loaded with our supplies, camp equipage, 
ete. Here at Des Moines we spent a day replenishing our 
‘stock of. provisions and necessaries for the long months 
we expected to spend on the prairies. _ Down on Second 
street, well toward the lower end, I found B. F. Allen 
with a general stock of merchandise, of whom I made my 
. purchases. 
Having now more ‘“‘plunder” than my team could haul, 
I procured the services of our genial fellow-citizen, Hd. 
R. Clapp, to aid me in getting my “traps,” including corn | ont 
for my horses, up to my district. Ed. was not the mil- : 
ionaire then that he is now, but he was the same whole- ee 
hearted, good fellow that the citizens of Des Moines have <i 
known all these years. At the crossing of Walnut Creek, 
he suggested that a farmer at that point was famous for 
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--wagon-load. Ed. said something about stopping on 
return and settling the bill, but I guess it is pretty si 
to say that he came back by the other road. % 
-- About two miles beyond the present town of Pano . 
which had then just been surveyed and platted, there lived 
a squatter by the name of Van Order. His cabin of renee 
logs was occupied by himself, wife and a half-grown son. | 
I mention this man and his little cabin because we had to 
do with them later. Here we left a barrel of pork and a — 4 
barrel of flour, to be sent for when needed.. From this _ 
point we would have no traveled roads, portions of the 
way were rough, and it became necessary to lighten our 
loads. On the third day after leaving Des Moines we 
reached our destination and found on the prairie a ‘*Town- 
ship Corner” that marked the beginning of my district. 
Here we camped, unloaded Clapp’s wagon and the next 
morning, bright and early, he started on his lonely ride 

home. 

For the next three or four months we worked early 
and late, in sunshine and storm; amid rain, sleet and snow 
we toiled on, but we had glorious appetites and our rations 
of bread, beans, salt pork and coffee never went begging, 
but were eaten with a hearty relish; and although we 
slept in a tent without other fire than that out of doors, 
and with the mercury often down below zero, yet we | 
a did sleep, and sleep well. ; 

I will here relate a discovery we made, and to us it 
was wonderful as showing the instinct, sagacity and al- 
most human intelligence of an animal. This was a beaver 
dam across the main branch of the Raccoon river. This 
dam was by measurement one and one-half chains (six 
rods) in length. Built with the skill of an engineer, diag- 
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dam was four feet high, constructed 
to five inches in diameter, built as 


tream, then a course rpigcatabertss and so on until the re- 
quired height was reached. These were filled in with 


_ for a week and never crossed it, that we did not wonder 
at, and admire the almost human sagacity of this little 
animal. 

After New Year’s, 1853, the cold became too intense 
even for us, hardened to cold as we were. Then our pro- 
visions were getting very low, and only that we found a 
camp of beaver trappers in a large grove on theriver, from 
whom we were able to purchase venison, we would have 
been out entirely. Then, I should not wonder if we were 
___ getting “homesick.” Think of it. For four months we 

had not heard one word from the outside world. A presi- 
- dential election had been held and we had no word of the 
result. We decided to break up camp, go home and come 
___back in the spring and finish up. We were about two and 
ahalf day’s fair travel from Van Order’s cabin, and, taking 
‘an inventory of stock, found we had just three days’ 
rations. The first day we made good progress, after 
packing up, fully one-third of the way. The second 
morning the weather locked threatening, but we made an 
early start, following down the ‘‘divide” between the mid- 
dle and south forks of the ‘Coon river. About nine o’clock 
it began to snow and in a very short time the air was so 
full that we could no longer see our course. As a matter 
of safety, we turned down into the timber and camped on 
‘Middle ’Coon.” This was on Saturday. It snowed all 
day, and the most of that night, and Sunday morning we 
awoke to find two feet of snow covering woodland and 
prairie. I saw trouble ahead and directed the cook to boil 
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smaller limbs and with clay until it became sufficiently — 
tight to retain the water. We used this dam as a bridge © 
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: ‘crossed. the river on the ‘ice, and started on our > 


were exhausted, (remember the snow was knee-deep) they _ 


_ Monday morning we dug our way out of ee 


weary way home. The men were formed in two une 
broke a path for the horses and wagon. When the leade 
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would step outside and the next two men take their places — 
as “breakers,” the former leaders falling in behind. And — 
so for three days we worked steadily, but our progress ~ a 
was slow. The days were short and much -time (near 
one-half) was consumed going back and forth to the tim- 

ber for camping purposes. On the morning of the seventh a 
day we decided to leave our wagon. The horses had 
nothing but hazel brush to eat and were getting weak. 
The seventh day was warm and pleasant and the sun — 
melted the snow considerably. That night we camped at 

the mouth of Willow Creek, in Guthrie county. We had 

no tent or shelter, but at dark the weather was not cold, 
aod with a good fire we were fairly comfortable. We 

made coffee, ate a biscuit apiece and congratulated each 

other that we were doing so well. However, about nine 
o’clock the wind shifted suddenly into the northwest and 

blew almost a gale, growing colder each minute, and for 
the rest of that night we were not very comfortable, but 

we had enough fire to keep us from freezing. At four | 
o’clock next morning the cook made a pot of strong coffee 
and distributed the very last of our food, which consisted 
of one smali biscuit (then five days old) and one very small 
spoonful of cold boiled beans to each, and long before 
daylight we were tramping over the prairie by moonlight, 
nine men ina string, breaking the frozen crust of the snow 
to make a path for the horses and the two other men, (one 


use on n the prairie and knew that our x 
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y an Order. . 
% Af | We opened that barrel of flour and that barrel of pork 
_ ina hurry and set Mrs. Van Order to work, and for Six) 
ee and I may say nights, that blessed woman worked — 
incessantly, trying to fill up eleven empty men! The oid 
ay man was a “mighty hunter” and deer, turkeys, prairie 
chickens and other game hung dangling from every ridge- 
pole of his cabin. We were able very shortly toreduce 
d ie the stock on hand, while our flour and pork were as greatly Fs 
enjoyed by these good people, who had seen nothing but 
~ corn bread and wild game for months. 
x Here I hired a man with an ox team to go after my 
a wagon, and when he returned, having pretty well recruited 
- our horses, we started on our homeward journey and arrived 
safely, without any further incident of note. 
This trip closed my career as a government surveyor. 
Des MorInes, November, 1896. 


Tue Board of Trustees of the lowa Lunatic Asylum 
met at Mt. Pleasant last week and made arrangements for 
the speedy building of the institution for the reception and 
care of patients. H. Winslow, who has been superinten- 
dent of the building, was appointed steward, over Judge 
Wayne of Keosauqua.— Ottumwa Courier, January 2, 1861, 

D. C. Buoomer, Esq., of Council Bluffs, has been 
elected a member of the State Board of Education by a 
3 large majority, in a district opposed to him in politics—a 

fine compliment to his abilities and most worthily be; 
_ stowed. — Ottumwa Courier, January 2, 1861. 
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MARGARET McDONALD STANTON 
4 —-. ' igh ’ Zs . ue 
BY MRS. DORA SAYLES OSBORN. 


First on the roll of honor of the State should be — 
placed the names of its successful teachers, those who =" 
have given to its youth, its future citizens, not only the _ 
material elements of an education, but also those high ~ 
ideals of life, those lofty ambitions which are of inestim- 


able value in the formation of character. S04 

Be oo The trustees of the Iowa Agricultural College were % a 

ae peculiarly fortunate in the selection of the first faculty. 
me President A. S. Welch, of revered memory, who gave the 
4 i best years of his life to laying broad and deep the founda- 
4 : tions of the institution which is now a lasting monument 
me, to his wise forethought; Dr. W. H. Wynn, still an honored 


member of its working force; Dr. C. E. Bessey, of national 
reputation as a scientist, and others, who in various ways 
left a lasting impress on its future. 

Of them all, and, indeed, of all who have come and 
: gone in the twenty-five years following, not one has been 
i more closely or honorably identified with the history of 

the college than the late Mrs. Margaret M. Stanton, who 

a came in the flush of young womanhood, as a member of — 
this first faculty, being preceptress and teacher of French 
and English. - 

Margaret McDonald was born in New Concord, Mus- 
kingum county, Ohio, October 22, 1845, and died at her home 
at the lowa Agricultural College, Ames, Iowa, July 25, 1895. 
Highteen years of her life were spent in her native State 
at. a time of great national peril, and in a region where 
feeling on the slavery question ran high. Her naturally 
strong character was deeply influenced by the stirring 
events of the time, her innate sense of justice being 
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THE LATE MRS. MARGARET M. STANTON, 
Of Iowa Agricultural College. 
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ce “in Muskingum College; but, the family home being trans- 
ee - ferred to Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, her collegiate education was 


with honor, having been in study as in everything else, 
ambitious and thorough. 
Her career as a teacher began in the public schools 
and she spent her vacations in an educated French family, 
diligently pursuing the study of their language. In 1871 
she was elected to the chair which she so ably filled in the 
Agricultural College. These were pioneer days in the 
college, and added to the usual trials incident to the estab- 
lishment of such an enterprise were those which arose 
- from the fact that industrial education, and co-education 
. in great institutions, were both in the experimental stage. 
How much the counsel of a noble, unselfish, brave and 
; tactful woman was worth in those first trying days, it 
would be impossible to tell. - Dr. Wynn her associate, says 
of her at that time: ‘‘When I first entered upon my work 
4 here, I found her department lying closely contiguous to 
4 my own, and had frequent occasion to carry my perplex- 
ij ities, and plans, and class-room complications to her, and 
T never found her judgment at fault. Her intuitions were 
quick and unerring, and with a slight hesitancy of speech, 
which we all tenderly remember, she always sought out 
the best advice in the best words. Who ever knew her to 
go wrong or lose her womanly equipoise, or let her feel- 
ings, often visibly disturbed, run into the railing of anger, 
or the bitterness of spite? We seem now to see her all 
along those years, a model woman, to whom young men 
and women brought the story of their trials, and from 
4 whose presence they never went away unprofited, and back. 
to whom, in any time of difficulty and distress, they were 
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ft e After leaving the public schools she spent three years 


¥ “completed at Mt. Pleasant Seminary, where she graduated 


re is certainly one due to her aa: Bene: 
that co-education was here successful, that oe college ie 


its students, and that the fields of higher education are 
here open to them on the same basis as to men, 
Though always very successful in class-room work, ‘s 
her greatest influence lay in her social relations with the 2 
students. She impressed her personality upon them toa _ 
remarkable degree, so that they remember her as an ideal 
character more than for the innumerable kind acts which 
marked her career among them. In testimony of this, 
letters came to her bereaved husband from far and near, 
uniformly expressing an appreciation of the lasting in- — 
fluence she had exerted on the lives of the writers. They 
call her ‘‘a model woman”—‘‘an ideal character”—‘‘an ex- 
ample to be emulated”—‘‘a mother to hundreds of students” 
—‘one of the agencies by which Dr. Welch sought to 
build character in young people’—‘‘a devout Christian 
whose life exemplified the great truths of the Christian 
religion.” 
, Not only mindful of the larger and more public 
% duties, she never forgot the little courtesies which make 
hy life sweet. Burdened with an unusual responsibility for 
ye one so young, her helpful care over the parental home 
re was never lessened. The struggles of the good parents 
to establish a new home in a new state, were lightened by 
generous aid and loving interest, while the education and 
encouragement of the younger children was to her a sacred — 
duty. After her marriage to Prof. E. W. Stanton, which 
occurred February 22, 1877, she continued her college work 
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HS 


a voluntarily resigned in ‘order to. : 


tee her home iets not only a allowed spot to its 

mmates: but a power and a blessing in the community. 

; fe was a Mecca to the old student revisiting Alma Mater 

a toward which his footsteps always turned, and where he 

5 _ found an abiding interest and affection most grateful amid 

_ the constantly changing scenes of college life. 

ee That this feeling was shared by those who came to’ 

-_ know her in later years is beautifully shown by the tribute 
from Dr. Beardshear, in his address at the memorial exer- 
cises: ‘‘Home life is capable of infinite expansion and 
variation. It nourishes and yet reveals life and character. 

The cardinal virtues that had made her so much in the 
profession of teaching, now had a larger realm for her as 
wife and mother. The years of her married life gained 


double meaning by the birth of four children, three of | er 
whom live with the father on earth and one with the ee 
J mother in Heaven. She brought to the home an intuition _ te Ke 


which was almost unerring. To woman’s proverbial intu- a 

. ition, she had an added gift that made her judgment of 
men and things of vast practical value to herself and 
family. Coupled with it was an independence of thought 
and decision of character that made her a tower of strength 
. to all the members of the family and to the community. 
Her love and devotion to the family were most beautiful. 
Her thought was always of others and not of herself. 
Her clearness and firmness of judgment freed her of many 
cares and worries that so often fret the life and tire the 
soul. Her patience and endurance surpassed every de- 
mand and rendered her a fountain of never-failing strength 
: ‘and cheer. It kept out impatient words and brought 
whole trains of happy scenes and joyful hours. Her 
entire home life was most happy and markedly free from 
anything that would mar or sadden. She believed with 
: Ruskin, that—‘Our God is a household God, as well as a 
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The beautiful Woman’s Building w which: 


pied a week before her death hhas been named 
Hall” in honor of weg spe in Snehicee ea 


ones silver tones will cual aaa to fuk generations, rr 
in a harmony symbolizing that to which her life was 7 a 


2 g THE emigration to Iowa the present season will far — 
a . exceed that of any former year since our rich bottom lands _ 
s / = and wide spread prairies were first thrown open to settle- 
ment. Every road leading into the great valley of the 
a Des Moines is blocked up with emigrant wagons, herds of 

ee moving stock, ete., slowly but surely wending their way 
a to a home in this desirable country. Let them come, there 


is room, and to spare. Thousands of acres of as good and 
well situated land as the sun ever shone on, yet lie vacant 
in the new counties of the Des Moines Valley, which can 
be taken up, at $1.25 per acre. The climate is mild and 
healthy, and it embraces as many if not more natural ad- 
vantages than any country in the west. All that Iowa 
requires to make her one of the first States in the Union, 
is the early development of her giant resources. Strong 
\ arms and resolute hearts can do this. All such are 
welcome to our midst.— Ottumwa Courier, November 2, 1849. 
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. ais ‘THE: SEMILCENTENNIAL or is 
TE go BURLINGTON, OCT. 1-8, 1896. 


ea a" ‘BY WILLIAM SALTER, D, D. Re 
: Historian of the Celebration by appointment of State Commissioners, 2 
a fe The. establishment of the State of Iowa was the work ime 
oat of the people of the Territory of Iowa, as set forth in the | Sy 
«Opening sentence of the Constitution of 1846, as follows: x 
**We, the People of the Territory of Iowa, grateful to 
the Supreme Being for the blessings hitherto enjoyed, and 
feeling our dependence on Him for a continuation of these 
t blessings, do ordain and establish a free and independent 
a government by the name of the STaTE oF Iowa.” 
; The work was not that of a single day, but of the 
whole year, and was carried forward by successive stages 
from month to month, in chronological order as follows: 
*. 1. January 18, 1846. Act of the Eighth Legislative 
wz Assembly of the Territory providing for the election of BS 
_ Delegates to a Convention which should form a Constitu- E 
tion for the future State. 

2. April 6. Election of Delegates to the Convention. 

3. May 4-19. Meeting of the Convention and adop- 
tion of a Constitution. 

4. August3. Ratification of the Constitution by vote 
of the people of the Territory. 

5. August 5. Act of Congress defining the same 
boundaries as in the Constitution, and entitling the State 
to two representatives in Congress, and repealing the 
parts of the Act of March 3, 1845, which prescribed differ- 
ent boundaries and entitled the State to only one.represen- 
tative. 

6. September 9. Proclamation of the Governor of 
Territory that the Constitution had received a majority of 
votes, and was ratified and adopted by the People. 


Ey SO PN ee CT Pe 


Bae? tg Bo A ovenihes 5. ‘Het aaoe of the. Governor 1 
¥ f the Territory convening the General Assembly. oc 
9, November 30 Meshal of nee First General 
es ~ sembly. a 
10. December 3. Ansel Briggs, first Guyarsee oli ae 
the State, took oath of office, administered by Charles = ~~ 
_ Mason, Chief Justice of the Territory. i 
11.. December 15. The Constitution of the States" a a 
presented in the House of Representatives by Augustus < 
C. Dodge, Delegate of the Territory in Congress. ; 
12. December 17. Bill for the admission of Iowa 
into the Union reported in the House of Representatives 
by S. A. Douglas, of Illinois, Chairman of the Committee 


a on Territories. aa 
e. 13. December 28. Act of Congress, ‘‘That the State 

e. of Iowa shall be one, and is hereby declared to be one, of 

yy ; the United States of America, and admitted into the Union 

es on an equal footing with the original States in all respects 

in whatsoever.” 


14. December 29. S. C. Hastings and Shepherd Leff- 
ler, representatives from Iowa, took their seats in Con- 
x gress. 
es Up to the year 1846 the population of Iowa was con- 
i fined to twenty-seven counties, all in the eastern portion 
of the State; the rest of the soil had remained in the occu- 

pancy of various Indian tribes. The census of that year 
reported a population of 192,388. 

In the course of fifty years the population has in- 
creased more than twenty fold, and two millions of people 
as active and intelligent as any upon the globe, a large 

/ proportion of them owners of the soil and tillers of their 
own acres, are now spread over the surface of the whole 
State in ninety-nine counties. The increase of agricul- 


m cation of homes and schools and churches se “sy 
Or busy towns and cities, and the new creation of wealth, — 
“that has here been effectuated, were never before enllere 
in a similar space of time in the whole history of the — 
Z world. ‘ 
ms Nothing then could be more fitting than that a sone 

+ thus favored should honor the semi-centennial of the State 
with an appropriate celebration. To make it a Jubilee 
_ Festival was a commanding duty of the Present in memory 
of the Past for the instruction of the Future, and the 

whole Commonwealth concurred in the action of the Twen- 
Pe ty-Sixth General Assembly appropriating ten thousand 
dollars for such a celebration, to be held at Burlington, 
provided that an equal amount was raised for the purpose 
by subscription or otherwise. This proviso was met by 
 - the citizens of Burlington, and under the direction and 
_ With the indefatigable exertions of the State Commis- 
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sioners (Philip M. Crapo, of Burlington, John Scott, of of 
Nevada, George C. Henry, of Burlington) and of the City ; ,. 
Commissioners (Carl A. Leopold, John Blaul, Seymour a8 


<a 


Jones), the arrangements were completed for a grand 
gala-festival of eight days, which was held with pomp 
and pageantry, with music, oratory and poetry, with in. 
-dustrial shows, with ten thousand flags and banners, with 
decorated arches, with brilliant illuminations of streets 
and buildings, with a resplendent glare and blaze of fire- 
works three nights upon the Mississippi river, with balloon 
ascensions by a lady aeronaut, and other innumerable 
forms of instruction and amusement, from the first to the 
- eighth day of October inclusive, with an entire change of 
program in the public exercises from day to day. 
The President and Vice-President of the United 
States, the members of the cabinet, the Governors of all 
the States. the Iowa members of Congress, the Executive 
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: ind Judicial officers of Fas the heveiede Governor the 


people were invited to join in the Celebration and share in 
the joy. Every portion of the State responded, and all 
sorts and conditions of people and all employments and 
pursuits were represented in the crowds that came to 
Burlington, and thronged the streets and Crapo Park, and 
filled the Coliseum which had seats for five thousand 
persons, and in which on some days every foot of stand- 
ing room was also occupied. Upon the wall back of the 
platform were placed the portraits of the Governors, 
Chief Justices, and other eminent men of the Territory 
and State, most of them from the ‘‘Aldrich Collection,” in 
the State Historical Department at’Des Moines. It was the 
first time these Historical Portraits have been exhibited 
together in one group. It required but little imagination 
to conceive of the venerable characters as looking down 
with benediction upon the vast assemblages that were 
gathered to honor their work in the building of the State. 

The limits of this paper admit only a bare outline of 
the proceedings. 

The first day was Governor’s Day. It opened witha 
salute of twenty-nine guns, recalling the fact that Iowa 
became the twenty-ninth state of the Union fifty years 
ago. The ‘‘March of Progress”-was indicated in a mag- 
nificent parade, conspicuous in which, and observed of all 
observers as recalling the days of old, was a band of Mus- 
quakee Indians, the aborigines of the soil, and a float 
bearing a faithful representation of ‘‘Old Zion,” where 
the first Legislative Assemblies of the Territory of Iowa 
convened, 1838-40. At the head of the procession were 
Governor Drake, Vice President Stevenson, followed by 
long lines of carriages containing former Governors 


. members of the General Assembly, the officers of Desi= Sey 
~ Moines County and of the City of Burlington, and many 

eminent citizens received special invitations to be present, hy i 
while the Festival was free and open to all, and the whole 


_ with ‘addresses by P. M. Crapo, President of the 


= 


. Burlington, Governor Drake, and by S. H. M. Byers, poet, 
og ie ‘and Lafayette Young, orator of the day. 
“= : In the evening after a brilliant carnival of fire-works 


the Governor of Iowa, the Vice President of the United 
States, and other visitors. The Vice President said: 
“Fellow citizens—I am confident that I voice the deep 
feeling of the people of the great State which lies across 
a the Mississippi, when I say that Illinois rejoices with 
____ lowa upon this her fiftieth anniversary. We rejoice with 
~ you in your wonderful development and prosperity, in the 
" glory that is yours, as to-day you round out your first 
half-century as a State of the Federal Union. The 
twenty-ninth to seek admission, this historic day finds 
Iowa the ninth upon the list of commonwealths that make 
up the American republic. 

‘In all the steps that antedate admission you had the 
earnest cooperation of Illinois through her delegation in 
Congress; and fifty years ago, at her capital, twenty-nine 
guns voiced Illinois’ congratulations to Iowa—her glad 
welcome into the Union; no longer a Territory, but a 
State; henceforth among all the ages ‘an indestructible 
State of an indivisible Union.’ How wonderful the 
progress of State and Nation during the half-century! 
How inspiring to those who in old age behold the glory of 
this day as memory brings before them the event we 
commemorate! Back through the vista of years is the 
frontier village upon the Mississippi, and the sparsely 
populated State whose western limit marked the border 


oitoiatioa: Mayor Naumann, in behalf of the City of 


upon the river, a banquet was given at Hotel Delano to 


race the “pact In the afternoon the or Ss E : 
samael of the Celebration took place in the Coli: 


or Oe ate 
a Be a civilization. Te eta a splenaia fica mag 
| State. ENE eo 
moe Ris: is the fitting place for the pa ceremonies in — 
which we are permitted to take~part. Another half-cen- oA 
tury, and what wonders will meet the eyes of those who- 
upon this historic ground shall celebrate the first centen-— a 
‘nial of the State! What has been wrought out amid the — 
conflicts of the past is but an earnest of the achievements — 
of the coming century. The American spirit is one that _ 
knows no rest. ~In the words of Macaulay, ‘The goal of | or 
to-day is but the starting-post for to-morrow.’ Grateful 

to God for the successes, the achievements, the blessings 
nM ‘of the past, the people of this great Commonwealth to-day 
ae turn their faces resolutely, hopefully to the future.” 

ei The Second day was ‘‘Old Settlers’ Day,” for which 
elaborate preparations had been made by the Committee 

of Arrangements, Charles Beardsley, Chairman. There 

was a large company of those whose residence in Iowa 
dated back to the Territorial period, and a few were pres- 

ent who came to Iowa prior to that period, when the 
oe Black Hawk Purchase was first opened to settlement in : 
1833-4. There was a generous rivalry for the honor of j 
‘ie being the ‘‘first comer,” or of having been the ‘‘first white 
child born in Iowa.” Hon. James Harlan was President 
of the Day. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Michael See, 
a pioneer of 1836.- An address in answer to the question, 
‘Who made Iowa?’ was delivered by T. S. Parvin, a 
pioneer of 1838, whose life-long devotion to lowa history 
is unique, illustrious, and of inestimable value. Addresses 
followed by Governor Drake, Samuel Murdock, a repre- 
sentative in the Seventh and Eighth Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory, E. W. Lucas, son of the first Gov- 
ernor of the Territory, Miss Nannie M. Briggs, grand- 
daughter of the first Governor of the State, Isaac W. 
Griffith, hero of the ‘‘Missouri War,” of the Mexican War, 
and the War for the Union, E. S. Huston, W. W. Dodge, 


and oth “speakers. “Many letters were ~ 
‘acral unable to be present, Samet aS 


ak gymnastic exercises, a nese pint i piohan of 5; 
8 olars from 8 to 12 years of age, etc. S. N. Fellows, of 
‘Fayette, was president of the Day, As delivered ane 
pa address, followed by L. F. Parker, of Grinnell, Wm. Dee te 

_ King, of Mt. Vernon, and other speakers. A paper on es 
_ the “Future of Iowa Schools” by Henry Sabin, State 
Superintendent of- Public Instruction, was published in 
_ the Hawk- Eye. 

a The Fourth day, Bua? was devoted to religious’ 
__—s-services. A sermon was preached at the Coliseum by 
Hiram W. Thomas, D. D., of the People’s Church, Chicago, 
and a sacred concert was given in the evening. 

The Fifth day was Republican Day. Speeches were 

3 made by Senator Foraker and D. D. Woodmansee, of Ohio, 
‘Clark E. Carr, of Galesburg, Ill., W. P. Hepburn, of Cla- : 
; -rinda, and others. In the evening a torch-light procession ae 2 
marched through the principal streets, and Roman can- a 
dles and balls of colored fire, and fusilades of rockets were ' 
; kept coursing through the air. 
i oe The Sixth day was opened with an industrial parade, 


representing all branches of manufacture and trade, the . 
wares of commerce, the work of farm and garden, and the B.. 
“ways and means of business. The fire companies of Bur- 
lington headed the procession, the traveling men following 
one hundred strong. 

E The rest of the day was Woman’s Day, under the 
direction of the Burlington Federation of Woman’s Clubs, 
Mrs. J. J. Seerley, President. The stage at the Coliseum 
was occupied by the Ladies’ Chorus, 100 strong, and by 
ladies of cultured voice, and of exquisite skill upon instru- 


tics of oo Rapids, es Mrs. Pauline ‘Swalm, nf 
~ Oskaloosa. ty 
At 5 p. m. tea was served at the Federation Haier Fa 
quarters, in Crapo Park, to the visiting ladies, each one’s re a: 
place at the table indicated by a card with her name, and 
decorations of a stalk of corn in water-colors, a log-eabin- { 
in india-ink, and the date 1846. ore 
At6 p.m. a large company gathered in a romantic __ 
dell west of the Corse Statue where the Shakespeare Club 
rendered ‘‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Dense crowds 
covered the adjoining slopes. The soft music, the calcium 
lights, the wierd shadows, the dainty fairies, made a be-— aa 
4 wildering scene. The red Musquakies, gliding about the 
ce grounds like lost spirits of the ancient forests, enjoyed it 
fe as much as the pale faces. 
: At 8p. m. the Coliseum was again filled with a vast 
audience who were entertained by the Ladies’ Musical 
3 Club, by Mrs. Bertha Cranch Ernst with a reading of 
v9 Longfellow’s ‘‘Launching of the Ship,” and by the Rev. 
Bs: Caroline J. Bartlett with an address upon ‘‘The Wealth of 
a State.” 

The Seventh day was Prater nity Day, and was cele- 
brated with a procession and parade of nineteen Secret 
Societies, with the regalia and emblems of their respective 
orders, and by addresses in the Coliseum by Mayor Nau- 
mann, R. L. Tilton, of Ottumwa, and John W. Geiger, of 
Marion. In the afternoon of this day there was a Grand : 
Musical Festival under the direction of Professor Sheetz, q 
with seven hundred voices from Cedar Rapids, Davenport, | 
It. Madison, Iowa City, Keokuk, Oskaloosa, Mt. Pleasant, 
Ottumwa and Burlington. ‘Classic compositions of the 
Fatherland were rendered by one hundred and sixty-six 
German singers, Th. Reed Reese, of Davenport, Conductor. 


Through the Whi eight days the weathos was per- 


the future of Iowa animated every one.- A thousand 
_ grateful memories were awakened, and generous impulses 
_ were enkindled toward still better things in the coming 
half-century. 
_ With the joy and happiness of the Celebration there 
‘a was also distress and grief upon the first day, from the 
falling of the Review Stand, by which a number of persons 
= were injured. Enoch S. Burrus, treasurer of Des Moines 
County, died, November 11th, from the effect of his injuries. 
ES He was a native of the County, born in Territorial times, 
May 31, 1840, and a credit to human nature and to the 
State that produced and nurtured him. 
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APPREHENDED INDIAN TROUBLES. 


UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF GOV. J. W. GRIMES. 


BURLINGTON, Iowa, January 3, 1855. 
GENTLEMEN: I beg to ask your cooperation at the 
proper department at-Washington, to secure protection 
to the frontier settlements of our State against the depre- 
dations of Indians now within our borders. I-have written 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and to the Indian 
' Superintendent at St. Louis on this subject, and trust that 
you will unite with me in pressing the matter upon their 
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A fine enthusiasm for the history of Iowa and for 


eee we are well justified n demandi 


Fa Reactor. Sioux in the neighborhood of Fort Dodge, i i 
_ Webster county in this State. Iam reliably informed 
there are not less than five hundred warriors of that. 


Jf, hit 
ti <2 


mg. ’ a 
"There are at this time large bands of the Yankt 


in that vicinity. They manifest no real hostile intentior 
but they are accused of stealing hogs, cattle, ete. Certain =) 
it is, they have occasioned a great deal of alarm among ; 
the settlers. The people have become impatient for the ge 
removal, and many of the most discreet men of that oe > 
of country are anticipating trouble. | oy 

Tam constantly receiving petitions and letters frome 
the people on the frontier, asking for protection. But ie 
have no power to do anything in the matter. Iam au- — 
thorized to call out a military force only in cases of insur- 
rection and actual hostile invasion. These Indians come 
within the State to winter and with no apparent hostile 
intent: Being within the State they have become danger- 
ous to our peace, bat such a case is not provided for by 
our constitution and laws. I have taken the responsibility 
to appoint Major William Williams of Fort Dodge, a kind — 
of executive agent to act for me in protecting both the 
settlers and the Indians, and particularly to preserve the — 
peace. I had no legal authority to make such appoint: 
ment, but as there was no government agent in that 
section of the country, and as I was so remote from the 
scene of trouble and felt that there should be some one in 
the vicinity who would act prudently, and who could act 
etticiently, I knew no better course than to appoint him as 
I have indicated. 
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Should Major Williams incur any expense in prevent- 
ing or in setthing difficulties, there is no fund appropriated 
by the State from which payment could be made. To ob- 
viate all trouble on this score, I wish to suggest the pro- 
priety of securing a temporary appointment for Major 


| 
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a limits of oar State. 


Bcthe sie Uae military Sombie shall march i 


ls the Plains to chastise the Sioux for their hostilities 


Lae Laramie and One the emigrant route to OresaG 7 


: _ absolutely nécessary. 


The citizens of Woodbury, Monona and Harrison 


counties on the Missouri river are also importunate in 


their demands for relief against the Omahas and Ottoes, all 


or most of whom, I am informed are now east of the Mis- 
_ souri. The chief trouble apprehended by the Missouri 


river citizens, however, is from a band of the Sioux in the 


vicinity of Sargent’s Bluffs. These Indians pretend that 


they have never parted with their title to several of the 


north-western counties of our State and avow their inten- 


tion to plant corn within the State in the coming spring. I 
do not know who are the agents of these Indians, nor how 
much influence might be exercised over them, but it 


would seem that even at this season of the year, when 


they are so near the border of the state, they might easily 


_ be withdrawn within their own territory. I am assured 
_ that their presence is hazardous to their own and to the 


lives of our citizens. 

I trust, gentlemen, you will stimulate the department 
at Washington to take immediate steps to remedy the evil 
complained of. We have just cause for complaint. The 
government has undertaken to protect our frontiers from 
the Indians with the assurance that this stipulation would 
be fulfilled. That frontier is filled with peaceful citizens. 
But the Indians are suffered to come among them—destroy- 


ing their property and jeopardizing their lives. 


In that event, the presence of 
such an agent will be highly serviceable, if not, indeed, ? 


~ 


In 1848 an old Iowa Indian gave the followings ae 


‘count of his tribe: ‘About sixty-six years ago we lived — 
on a river which runs from a lake to the Mississippi, from 
the east, and on the east side of the river. Our fathers — 


_ 


\ 
ond 


and great-fathers lived there for a long time, as long as — 


they could recollect. At that time we had four hundred 
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men fit to go to war, but we were then small to what we © 
had been. Our fathers say that as long as they can recol- 


lect we have been diminishing. We owned ail the land 


east of the Mississippi. Whatever ground we made tracks — 


through, it was ours. Our fathers saw white men on the 
lakes about one hundred and twenty years ago, but we 


do not know where they came from. About the same — 


time we first got guns. We were afraid of them at first; 
they seemed like the Great Spirit. Our fathers also at 
the same time, for the first time, received iron axes, hoes, 
kettles, and woolen blankets. We, the old men of our 
nation, first saw white men between forty and fifty years 
ugo, near the mouth of the Mississippi”.—Schooleruft. 


ieee Palntive to slavery in Towa, I beg to Seen 


In 1834, Isaac R. Campbell resided on the site of the 


A with him, who was saving money to buy his freedom. I 
‘J r resume he succeeded, as I never heard of any trouble. 
ei 
_ brought to **Camp Des Moines,” now Montrose, a mulatto 
woman, as a family servant. She remained with them 
pate and peaceably, and left with the family. I believe 
it was customary for officers of the army to take ban 
: ‘slaves with them wherever they went. 
It must have been about 1837 that a Mr. McCrary 
came from Indiana and settled near the site of Keosauqua. 
He brought a slave with him, who I think, stayed as long 
as the old gentleman lived, and then went back to Indiana. 
_ This was a case of pure affection on the part of the colored 
- man for his master. 
It was probably in 1838 that Shapley P. Ross brought 
from Missouri to Bentonsport, Iowa, a negro man and 
a woman. After a year or two he sent the woman back to 
Missouri, but the man from some cause seemed to desire 
liberty, and after a short time ran away and went to Illinois. 
Giles A. Sullivan assisted Ross in the capture of the negro 
in Illinois. They were on their way to Missouri, when at 
Carthage, Illinois, they were ar rested for kidnapping and 
had some difficulty in giving security in order to keep 
out of jail. 
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j y own recollections of the ‘‘peculiar institution” in our : 


est Fae of Keokuk. <A colored man called ‘‘John” was living 


In the fall of 1834, Colonel Stephen W. Kearny 


arrested on some cause. Ross watched his opportun = 


Hie Seat hold nip in Towa. ; 
business. As he was just Say to leave, a a little 1 Ese 
by the name of Buckland from Massachusetts, had Re 


and struck Buckland in the face, smashing his eld tomar 3 
spectacles most effectually. He then ran away to Texas. 
At the first term of court at Keosauqua, Judge. Ohanieee a 
Mason presiding, there was a great mass of papers relative — 
to these cases disposed of in various ways, and Sullivan and 24 
Ross, and ‘‘Ross’s Nigger, * became bywords for several 
_ years. a 
About 1840 or 1841 the Indian Agency for the Sacand _ 
Fox Indians was located at the place still known as Agency ie 
City. One Joseph Smart was employed as the black- — ! 
smith, and paid by the year for working for the Indians. 
He brought to that place a negro woman, held her as a 
slave a year or two, and then sold her to James Jordan, 
who took her to Missouri, where he also sold her again. 
This was a fair transaction, such aS was common in 
Missouri at that time. 

Then, again, about 1842, Captain William Phelps, a 
licensed Indian trader, bought of John Billings of Clark 
county, Missouri, a negro-man named ‘‘Dick.” Billings 
was owing Phelps and wanted some more money, and 
hence the sale of the slave. The negro himself being 
willing, he went with Phelps to his trading house, near 
where Ottumwa now stands. Within a year or two the 
trading house got on fire and exploded a keg of powder. 
“Dick” was knocked down and severely injured. The 
last I knew of him he seemed crazy, and Captain Phelps 
was having him doctored. I think Phelps intended to 
free the slave, for he was a humane man. 

Near CRotTon, Iowa, December, 1896. 
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_ AN IOWA BIRD'S NEST. 


a 


the balmy, sunny South, where Magnolias scent the breeze, 
re the ceaseless notes of song-birds echo in the orange trees, 
ere Queen Nature’s hand with moss festoons trees perennial leaved, 
In the hearts of two young lovers was this dainty home conceived. 


Then, on fluttering wings, when Spring, with her gentle, pleading face, 
Asked Old Winter for releasings from his icy. cold embrace, 

Came they, singing to the North; she in sober colors dressed; 

He, in black, with scarlet trimmings, and an orange-tinted vest. 


And, when the buds were bursting, and the violets were young, 
Upon a branch of Cottonwood, this work of love was hung; 

How builded they?: We wist not, as they toiled from morn till night, 
Except the song they warbled: ‘‘Love makes all labor light!” 
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When with no art or meee nor soi ghee ne Ob pana aA 
Can we compete with instinct, in this home not ‘made with h 


By; Here Love is interwoven in the meshes of the twine, 

me _ And Faith is intermingled in every measured line; i be 
And Hope, the well-selected branch, in that safe, anchored spots | 
ers ioe in its eae sa there is neither flaw nor knot! } Pp s Se 


oe Masterpiece of Solomon was built without the sound “en 
Of axe, or tool of iron, on that sacred spot of ground: Ko 
So, in God’s first great Temple, the wind-stirred, leafy grove, 
Was builded there in silence, this nesting-place of Love. 


There are temples, shrines and churches, whose beauties fill the eye, % 
With frescoed walls and costly spires, uplifted to the sky; 7x 
But they raise the heart not higher, nor more uplift the soul, 
Than the God-instruected builder, the tuneful Oriole. 


cas 


The most ingeniously constructed nest, on which this beautiful 
Sa poem was written, was presented to Mr. Hussey by a friend, and by hime 
Ba to The Historical Department, where it is now on exhibition. 


oe —— 
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A LETTER BY ADMIRAL D. G. FARRAGUT. 
A fae simile from the inal in ‘The Aldrich Collection,” Towa Historical 
Department. 


POLK COUNTY'S SEML-CENTENNIAL, 


On the 8th day of July, 1896, the eaten county of 
Towa was fifty years old. This event was elaborately and 
g ai Seitasty celebrated in the city of Des Moines, the pro- 
od oa gramme occupying the entire day. There was a.saluie of 
As fifty guns at daybreak, fired by the artillery squad from 
‘a : the local companies of the National Guard; a gathering of 
34 thousands of people—among whom the early pioneers of 
q : Polk and adjoining counties were especially prominent and 
honored; parades in the streets and on the river; and 
addresses, historical and eloquent, by four gentlemen, 
__. three of whom were born in Des Moines. A delegation of 
Tama county Indians (Musquakees) were present during 
' the day, dressed in the gaudy costume of the tribe. They 
marched in the procession, gave several exhibitions, in- 
- cluding their war dance, and as primeval inhabitants, 
uniting the present with the far past, were objects of much 
3 ’ interest. The day was one of great delight to the pio- 
’ 


“neers, who met old friends for the first time in many years, 
exchanging hearty congratulations, and narrating expe- 
riences of other days. The industrious and enterprising 
journalists of the city gathered up a world of facts con- 
nected with or illustrating the progress and development 
ofthe town and county, presenting an interesting detail 


Ottumwa, near which he died, March 15, 1842. 


AG our ‘Timited space prevents. any seiner f slow. Si 
it to say, that all this valuable historical matter was 
_ . fully preserved in the State. Historical Department, | 


convenient shape for referents oF ‘ase “hereattonren he x 
- capital city and county did themselves great credit in nee 
observing the close of the first half century of their exist- 
ence. ; ; 


THE INDIAN CHIEF WAPELLO. 


McKenney and Hall’s great work on the Indian Tribes _ 
of North America contains a fine portrait—a lithograph 


colored by hand—of this distinguished Musquakee Chief, 
in all the glory of feathers, bead work and red and yellow 
paint. We have attempted its reproduction by the half- 
tone process, but not with as good a result as we had 


hoped. No portrait of this estimable, peace-loving Indian, 


whose name was given by law to one of our richest and 
most populous counties, has ever before been published in 


our State. A. better one may some day appear—when 
some artist paints his portrait in oil—but this presents a — 


good representation of his dress and general appearance. 
According to the late Hon. A. R. Fulton’s ‘‘Red Men 


of Iowa,” (p. 252), Wapello was born at Prairie du Chien, 


Wisconsin, in 1787, The name signifies prince or chief. 
At the time of the erection of Fort Armstrong, Rock 
Island, he is said to have ruled over one of the principal 
Indian villages in that vicinity. In 1829 he removed to 
Muscatine Slough on the west side of the Mississippi, and 
afterward to a point in the vicinity of the present city of 


Judge 


THE INDIAN CHIEF WAPELLO. 


t up ir what i now Pxakisha ottontign 3 i ‘ 
deg he Aaa but < a . few rade! 23 “To the curi- “ 


‘3 P eatthly ear this good ene chiet was on the north- 
ui west quarter of section 21, township 74, range 11, west.” 
He begged to be buried near the last resting-place of his 
- friend General Joseph M. Street, and his wishes were- 
i BE cespricd out. 
_ Wapello was short in stature, but stoutly pulley 
_ Every account that has come down to us in regard to him. 
is to the effect that he was kindly in his nature and dis- 
_ posed to be at peace with the whites. Whether this arose, 
from his own personal qualities—an inborn amiability—or 
from the fact that he saw the hand-writing on the wall, 
and knew how futile it would be to contend against the 
_ tide of settlement which was sweeping his people from 
the face of the earth, we need not stop to inquire. The 
= impression we derive from the scanty information now 
accessible, is, that he possessed « most kindly disposition, 
and was endowed with considerable natural ability. He 
was next in rank and consequence after Keokuk. He 
» went to New York, Boston and Washington, with Keokuk Pa 
; and others of his tribe, in 1837. While in Boston he re- eae 
; 
: 
; 


plied to a speech of the eloquent Governor Edward Everett, mt 
in the State House, expressing friendly sentiments toward ¥ 
“the white man.” The record says that his remarks were 
‘received with applause.” 
; An engraving from a photograph appeared in THE 
_ Awwats for July-October, 1895, showing the graves of 
General Street and some members of his family, with that. 
of Wapello. The crumbling monuments over these graves 
may be seen on the south side of the railroad track, about 
half a mile east of Agency City station. ‘The spot is 


GEN. J Heese M. STREET, i 
Son of Anthony and Molly Street. 
- Born Oct. 18, 1785, in Virginia: 
Died at the Sac and Fox fscstnd: 
Ss May sth, 1840. 


i In 
Memory of 
WA-PEL-LO, 
Born at 
Prairie du Chien, 1787: 
Died near the Ferks of Skunk, 
March 15, 1842.—Sae and Fox Nation. 


WAS JOHN BROWN IN IOWA IN 1841? 


An interesting old relic lately came into the possession 


of the Historical Department. It is a folio volume of 
printed receipts for books loaned from the Territorial 
Library of those remote days—the year 1841. The signa- 
tures of many noted men—and ‘there were giants in those 
days”—appear as constant borrowers of the few books 
then owned by Iowa Territory. Most of the men whose 
names are in this volume have passed away—only here 
and there one remaining far advanced in years. On the first 
page we see that Jesse Williams, our first Territorial Secre- 


<i a 


_ Chief Justice, who had not long before resigned from the 
regular army, borrowed that excellent Methodist work, 
_ which is not obsolete even yet—‘‘Clark’s Commentary on 
_ the Holy Bible.” On subsequent pages we find the names 
of James W. Grimes, so illustrious in after years as Gov- 
ernor and U.S. Senator; A. C. Dodge, U. S. Senator and 
Minister to Spain; Governor John Chambers, who had 
fought under General W. H. Harrison before coming to 
lowa; Edward Johnstone, one of the makers of our present 
constitution—‘‘the kingliest man in Jowa’’—who died in 
a 1891; George Greene, the early jurist and Supreme Court 
a reporter; Enoch W. Eastman, Lieutenant Governor, and 
author of the sentiment on the Iowa stone in the Wash- 
ington Monument—‘‘IOWA—The affections of her people, 
like the rivers of her borders, flow on to an inseparable 
union;” Gideon S. Bailey, who rendered excellent service 
in our first territorial legislature (1838) and is still a resi- 
dent of Van Buren county; Judge James Grant, eminent as 
a jurist, farmer and business man; J. W. Woods, a pioneer 
lawyer, who became quite a celebrity under the sobriquet 
of ‘Old Timber;” Judge Springer, who presided over our 
last (1857) constitutional convention; Judge Hastings of our 
Supreme Court and a member of Congress; Shep. Leffler, 
one of our first congressional delegation; Colonel William 
Thompson (‘‘Black Bill’) twice a member of Congress 
(1847-1850) and now a retired army officer; Alfred Hebard, 
an efficient legislator in 1847-1848, and again in 1878-1880, 
and but lately deceased—and a great many others equally 
well known. 


fA ott Cake . 


o of Sir Walter Scott's immortal novels, ‘‘The Abbott, ie 2s 
“and “The Antiquary;” while Charles Mason, our Pioneer 
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cians At with overall Fei are dante 
written by the old hero whose soul ever ‘goes: me 
on,” they seem to have been written by the same han 
While we cannot learn from any one who was in Tow 
_ ‘Territory at that time that John Brown was in_ lowa — 
coe City, we deem it not unlikely that he was there and ag Bs 
reader in the library: He was then known to compara ‘s 
tively few people—an obscure man. The books with which | 
the party of that name is charged were the writings of ™ 


Washington and Franklin and a work on ‘‘National Por- 


An 


traits,” including biographical sketches. Several gentle- — _ 
F > s ; a! 
men expert in chirography are of the opinion that these = 


are veritable signatures of the hero of Osawatomie. : i 
Among the readers of that day the names of Messrs. 

. Grimes, Leffler, Grant, Johnstone, Fales and Madera, | 

ae occur most frequently. All books seem to have been 

promptly returned, and there is no record showing that — 

any were lost. . 


LINCOLN AND DAVIS IN THE BLACK HAWK WAR. 


The statement has often been published that Abraham | 

sh Lincoln and Jefferson Davis served in the Back Hawk | 
4) War—the first as a captain of militia and the latter as a | 
lieutenant in the regular army. Old settlers in the north- 

west have stated that they saw these men, who were des- 

tined to fill such large places in the history of their coun- 

try, at that time. Black Hawk in his autobiography which 

was dictated to Antoine Le Claire, states that upon his cap- 

ture he and his band were placed in charge of Lieutenant 

Jefferson Davis, by whom they were kindly treated, and 

he compliments the ‘‘young war-chief” very highly. 


ld 
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ike. Wisconsin river. - No fact in Western histo 


aa Abraham Lincoln in McClure’s Magazine for Janu- 


ae 
3 _ ary, 1896, the author says: ‘Jefferson Davis was not in 
_ the war, as has been so often stated.” One of the parties 


who was deeply interested in finding evidence to sustain 


the genera! belief was Mr. F. R. Dixon, of Dixon, Ilinois. © 
_ His grand-father, an early settler of that town, which 


bears his name, knew both Lincoln and Davis at that time, 
and had often made the statement that they took part in 
the Black Hawk war. The statement in McClure’s Maga- 
zine made the present Mr. Dixon anxious to obtain exact 
and incontrovertible information upon the subject, which 
should verify the oft-repeated statement by his grandfather. 
As Davis was but a lieutenant there was little if anything 


in the official records in regard to what he was doing at - 


that time, and that little quite difficult to find. But Mr. 
Dixon enlisted Mr. L. F. Andrews of Des Moines in an 
effort to ascertain the truth. Mr. Andrews never doubted 
that Davis participated in that war, but it was some time 
before he found official and undoubted evidence of the fact. 
It came to light at last, however, in Brig.-General D. W. 
Flagler’s ‘‘History of Rock Island Arsenal.” He states 
as a well understood fact, that both Lincoln and Davis 
‘served through the campaign.” This book was published 
under authority of the War Department, in 1877, and would 
seem to settle the question beyond any doubt. While 
Jefferson Davis ‘‘cannot escape history,” and will be held 
to rigid accountability for his part in precipitating the 
greatest civil war that ever deluged a country in blood, 
there are very few who would take pleasure in seeing him 
misrepresented or deprived of his just award for merito- 


_ would seem to have been more generally accepted than ‘: : 
# - that Davis was in the war. But in a note to an article 


: Geo. W. Patan, but a » short aad ptees oe death, 
in the most positive terms that Davis served in the 
Hawk war. Mr. W. B. Street, in the course of al 


distinguished Indian Agentand friend of Blackhawk, (page 
92 of this volume of THE ANNALS), mentions the fact that 
Black Hawk and other prisoners were placed in charge 
of Lieutenant Jefferson Davis shortly after their capture. 
As we write this article, we are informed that the author P 
of the assertion in McClure’s Magazine fully accepts the 


co. 
conclusions above set forth and will ere — publish a 
statement to that effect. a 
V3 
’ : “4 
THE sketch of the Mormon hand-cart train from which { 
our cut was made for Mr. Bloomer’s article, was drawn 
from memory by Mr. George Simons, of Council Bluffs. 


> ’ 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


K®OKUK, JULY 15, 1896. 

In the April number of THe Annans, L. F.Andrews gives what he ~~ 
terms ‘‘First Things in Iowa,’? among which, on page 394, is the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘The first white female child born in the State was Eleanor ; 
Garland, at Fort Madison, in 1838. Her father was an army surgeon.” 

Evidently the writer alludes to Eleanor, daughter of Dr. Isaac 
Galland, who was born at Au-wi-pe-tuck, afterward called Nashville, 
and now, Galland, a rail road station between Keokuk and Montrose in 
Lee County. She was born February 4, 1830, grew to womanhood, was 
; married twice, and I think is now living in Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Pay My object, however, in writing is to partially correct this item of 
history. She was not the first white female child born in the State, or 
in Lee County. 

On the 22nd of November, 1829, there was born, at ‘*The Point,’’, 

now Keokuk, to Moses and Maria Stillwell, a daughter, whom they 
named Margaret. She attained her womanhood here, married Dr. E. 
R. Ford, raised a family of three children, and died in this city, May 
18, 1865. It has always been conceded that she was the first white 
child, male or female, born in Keokuk. She may not have been the 
first white female child born within the territory now comprising the 
State of Iowa, yet her birth, antedating that of Eleanor Galland, de- 
prives the latter of that distinetion. 


Cc. F. Davis. 


NOTABLE DEATHS. 


Stas A. Hupson died at Burlington, Towa, December 19, 1896. 
He settled in that city in 1839, and for many years occupied prominent 


official positions both in the State and Nation. He was a clerk in one 


of the Territorial Legislatures which met in Burlington, and the first 
chief clerk of the house of representatives after the State was admitted 
into the Union, having been elected December 26, 1846. Ten years 
later he was elected Mayor of Burlington. He drafted the charter of 


the city as well as the ordinances under which its government was con-_ 


ducted for twenty years. He was the intimate friend of George D. 
Prentice, Horace Greeley, Abraham Lincoln and U. S. Grant. He was 
instrumental in making the arrangement under which Lincoln went to 
New York and made his great Cooper Institute speech, which Jed to his 
nomination for the Presidency. He was a cousin of General Grant 
whom he knew from boyhood. During the administration of the latter 
Mr. Hudson represented this country as minister to the Central Awmeri- 
ean States. He resigned this last position in 1872, after which time he 
resided in Burlington until the day of his death. Mr. Hudson was born 
in Mason county, Kentucky, December 13, 1815, 


WILLIAM PENN WOLF, whose death occurred at Tipton, September 
19, 1896, was born December 31, 1833, at Harrisburg, Stark county, 
Ohio. He was of Quaker parentage. The family removing later to a 
farm near Marlboro, he attended the common school and seminary, 
and afterward taught in the Union School and at Lunaville. He was 
also principal of the Edinburgh High School in Portage county. Mle 
chose the law as a profession and enteréd the office of Bierce & Pease 


- of Canton, Ohio. In 1856, at the age of twenty-three, he came with 


his parents to Cedar county. Here he engaged again in teaching school, 
and also studied law with Hon. Rush Clark of Iowa City. It was during 
these years that John Brown spent some time at Springdale. Mr. 
Wolf was an abolitionist, and knowing Brown well aided him in help- 
ing fugitive slaves escape to the north. In 1859 he was married to Miss 
Alice Macy. -They removed to Tipton where Mr. Wolf began the 
practice of the law and where he afterward resided. He also taught 
in the schools and served as County Superintendent. In 1863 he was 
elected as representative in the State Legisldture. In 1864 he formed 
a law partnership with Hon. J. H. Rothrock, which continued until 
Mr. Rothrock went upon the bench. In May, 1864, Mr. Wolf assisted 


i. 

practice of law with Judge Rothrock. 
Revenue under Lincoln’s administration. edited The | 
Advertiser. He was elected State Senator in 1867, serving until 18 
when he was chosen to Congress to fill an unexpired term. In 1881, he — 

-_-was again elected representative in the State legislature—re-elected De 
1883, and at the opening of that session chosen speaker of the hous 
He presided with marked ability and impartiality. He was elect ¢ 
me Judge of the eighteenth Judicial district in the fal] of 1894, which posi- 

-. tion he held at the time of his death. Judge Wolf wasa man of much 

ability, widely informed, popular in manners, active and brave as a © 
soldier, ready and resourceful as a lawyer, and just and impartial on 
the bench—a pioneer settler who will long be held in grateful recollee- r. 
tion. ~ < . ; 
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JessE B. HowkE.u, manager of The Gate City, died at his home in 
Keokuk, Iowa, October 19, 1896, of consumption. He was born at Iowa ~ 


5 


City, Iowa, August 2, 1851, and was the son of Hon. J. B. Howell, U.S. 
Pa Senator. Keokuk was his home throughout his life. He became con- i, 
ite nected with The Gale City, of which his father was proprietor, many 
at years ago, and since his father’s death represented his interests. He ~ 
ie was known as a man of exceptional business capacity, of indomitable _ 
nee will, of high ideals, of great strength of charactér, of lofty motives. 
pe ; He was an exemplary citizen and business man, in whose death the 4 
Py community suffers a material loss. His personality is strongly im- , 
ue pressed upon Iowa journalism, with which he had so long been identi- 


fied, and journalism fully realizes its loss through his death. For the i 
last few years his health had been failing, and he had travelled quite 
extensively, hoping to find a restorative in other climes. Hon. S. M. 
Clark, who knew him from infaney, pays a beautiful tribute to his 
memory, from which we quete the following: ° ‘‘Mr, Howell saw the 
sun of his life going down at the meridian, but he went toward its set- 
ting gentle, calm, unselfish, uncomplaining, wise, thoughtful of others; 
meeting his Gethsemane and his Calvary in the Christliest way: so bear- a 
ing his own burden, and the burden of those about him, as to make it ‘ 
easier for them, however painful to himself.” 


—- © 


mi. Ex-Curer Justice WriiiiAmM E. MILLER was born near Mt. Plea- — 
fe sant, Pennsylvania, October 18, 1823, and died in Des Moines, November ; 
a: 7, 1896. He was for more than a quarter of a century a prominent fig- 


ure in Iowa affairs. He entered the army in 1862 as Colonel of the 28th 
Iowa Infantry Volunteers, but was compelled by ill health to resign 
the following year. In 1864 he prepared ‘‘A Treatise on Pleading and 
Practice in Actions and Special Proceedings at Law and Equity Under 
the Revision of 1860,’’ which was followed by ‘The Revised Code of 1873.77 
au work on ‘‘Highways,’’ ete. At the time of his death he was engaged 
upon another legal work which he left unfinished. He had served 
as Judge of the Eighth Judicial District from 1858 to 1862, and was 
again elected to the same position in 1868.. He was appointed to fill a 
vacancy on the Supreme Beneh in 1869, and the following year elected 
to the same place, serving as Chief Justice. He had also been con- 
nected with the Law Department of the State University. He settled 
permanently in Des Moines in 1878. Judge Miller was a learned, able 
and profound lawyer, and a good man. His memory survives as that 
of one who bore an honorable part in the times in which he lived. 
Sketches of his life may be found in Stuart’s ‘‘Jowa Colonels and Regi- 
ments,’’ and in THr ANNALS for October, 1874. 
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: died at his home in Keokuk, September 
Plesinnd December-ii; 1819": Binlerating 6 th 


of the best known of the old residents of Keokuk. Like his illustrious 
prototype, the lamented Hugh Miller—while working in quarries, and 
later by the study of books—he acquired a wide knowledge of geol- 
ogy and paleontology. One could listen to him for hours when he was 


talking upon these favorite themes. He had made a fine collection of 


geological specimens, prominent among which were many polished 
teeth of great sharks which terrorized the Iowa seas millions of years 
ago. But in addition to his wonderful knowledge of geology and natu- 
ral history, Thomas Fletcher was a lovable character—much such a 
personality as the late Judge George G. Wright—a grand, good man, 


-moying in an atmosphere of rare intelligence and native refinement, 


_ which made his acquaintance a treasure to all who knew him, 


Joun M. Day, who died in Des Moines, September 29, 1896, was 
born in Washington county, Pennsylvaniain 1831. He was educated at 
the Presbyterian College, in Waynesburg, and studied law. Settling at 
Davenport, Iowa, in 1859, he entered upon the practice of his profession, 
in which he attained much distinction, and in which he continued until 
1868, when he removed to Des Moines, where he resided until his death. 
He was a man of large financial ability and very successful in various 
business enterprises, especially in the work of extending north from 
the capital—in 1873—what is now known as the Chicago & North Western 
Railroad. That this important work was prosecuted so successfully 
until its completion, thus connecting Des Moines by rail with the 
northern portions of our State, was largely due to the persistence and 
hard work of Mr. Day. It is recorded that, while he was school 
director in Des Moines he succeeded in reducing the expenses of the 
district about $5,000, with no deterioration of the service. He was 
everywhere an earnest and useful man, who rejoiced whenever he saw 
‘two blades of grass growing where but one grew before.”’ 


Dr. AARON DELANO WETHERELL, was born in Burlington, Ver- 
mont, July 21, 1818, and died in Knoxville, lowa, November 20, 1896. 
He was of English and Scotch ancestry. ‘The first fifteen years of his 
life were spent in Vermont. He then removed with his parents to 
Licking county, Ohio, living on a farm in Granville Township. He 
attended the High School and later taught school in Illinois. He 
entered the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati, where he graduated in 
1844, -eginning his practice in Licking county, Ohio, where he remained 
until 1856. In that year he removed to Knoxville, lowa, where he prac- 
ticed medicine until his last illness. He was at the time of his death 
the oldest practicing physician in Marion county, and for many years 
had been a leader in the profession. He was physician and surgeon to 
the county Insurance board, and a member of the Marion county Med- 
ical Society and the State Medical Society. Dr. Wetherell was widely 
and most favorably known in Marion county for forty years, and his 
death was sincerely mourned. 


cial kao nla pela nny. “arses taht epee 
1859, making himself a permanent home near Guthrie Center, where 
lived until the opening of Oklahoma territory to settlement, whe 
removed thither. Captain Seeley bore an important part as a 
settler and a man of affairs. He was county surveyor of Guthrie cot 
ty in 1854, and a member of the Convention of 1857 which framed 
present constitution of our State. He was a member of the National 2 
Convention which nominated Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency in 
1860, He aided in raising a company for General G. M. Dodge’s Fourth = 
ty lowa Infantry, serving several months as Captain, when ill health neces-— a 
situated his resignation. In 1864 he was appointed register of the U. S. | i) 
ears Land Office at Des Moines, holding the position three years. He was _ 
eter elected to the 17th general assembly in which body he was a prominent 
ao and well-remembered member. During his life-time he held many 
‘ other positions of less importance. A township and creek in Guthrie 
county bear his name. One of his sons, Mr. Horace Seeley, now a 
resident of Des Moines, has risen to a prominent position among the 
railroad men of Iowa. Captain Seeley was a man of large.informatioa, 
especially in respect to State affairs, enterprising, progressive, active +3 
ay and useful, always influential and respected in the.community where  ~— 
he spent the greater portion of his life. . 
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Tue Rey. JAMES MARSHALL, D. D., President of Coe College, at 
Cedar Rapids, died suddenly from pneumonia, on the 11th of September. 
He was born in the town of Grove, Allegany county, New York, 
of Scotch-Irish parentage, October 4, 1834. His grandfather was a 
soldier of the Revolution, and his father of the war of 1812. Through 
hard work early in life, and by teaching later on, young Marshail 
succeeded in obtaining his education, graduating at Yale College in 
1857. Entering the military service in 1862, he served four years as 
army chaplain. After the war he went abroad, studying in Edinburg, 
Berlin, Heidelberg, Paris and London. Returning, he entered upon 
his calling as a clergyman at Troy, N. Y., in 1869, continuing in minis- 
terial and charitable work up to1887. He then accepted the Presidency 
of Coe College, where he remained until his death. Under his adminis- 
tration this institution was rapidly growing in public confidence, bidding 
fair to become one of the important seats of learning in Iowa. 


; 


C. P. Rogers was born in Delaware county Ohio, June 22, 1844, 
and died in Marshalltown, August 22nd, 1896. He entered the Ohio 
Wesleyan University, but before graduating enlisted in Company EB, 
145th Volunteer Infantry from that State. This command served out 
its period of enlistment—one hundred days—near Washington D. C. 
His father’s family soon afterward came west and settled near Canton, 
Missouri, from which time Mr. Rogers attended the Iowa State Univer- 
sity, graduating in June, 1896. He served as Principal of Schools in 
Iowa City and Marengo, until 1874, when he was ealled to Marshalltown 
and placed at the head of the schools of that city. In this capacity he 
not only rose rapidly in the confidence of the community in which ke 
resided, but attained a reputation as one of the foremost Iowa educa- 
tors. He was elected President of the State Teacher’s Association in 
1876. 
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y, in the of Wiuestinn awed and Free Masonry, and in — 
eaten wee 4 of erent collecting. She became wide- 
accomplished and faithful helper of her distin- | 
‘all his useful and diversified labors. He was for i 
ears connected with the Iowa State University, one of the most 
o> and Saiaubetene of its founders and professors. The demands of © 
life, her home cares, and the generous hospitality for which they 
were always celebrated, imposed heavy burdens upon Mrs. Parvin. en 
“But precious recollections—and none other—of this devoted pioneer a 
_ wife and mother are treasured by thousands of the best people through-. ee 
4 ont the Middle West, and especially by students of the State University ee 
fa from 1860 to 1872. She was fifty-eight years an active and useful. eee 
: member of the Presbyterian church. Wherever she has lived she has 
been distinguished for her kindness to the poor and for her consistent 
and exemplary Christian life. The sincerest sympathy for Mr. Parvin 
is universal throughout his wide acauaintance. 


ee Mrs. Saran Taytor Hurcuison, wife of Ex-Senator J. G. Hutch- 
-___ ison, was born in Trumbull county, Ohio, May 17, 1845; she died at her ere 
i home in Ottumwa, November 3, 1896. She was a graduate of the State In Sita 
a University, a lady of rare culture and refinement, who became exten- 
sively acquainted throughout the State. Her influence was always 
exerted in behalf of church, charity and reform. Among the enter- 
es prises at her home which especially enlisted her sympathies, were the 
' Young Woman’s Christian Association, and the City Hospital. Gov. 
William Larrabee, appointed her one of the Board of Trustees of the 
Iowa Soldier’s Orphans’ Home at Davenport, and later the Legislature 
elected her to the same position. At one time she conducted a depart- 
; -ment in the Jowa State Register. Her days were filled with usefulness. 
F. 


PHILANDER D. GILLETTE, who died in this city, October 8, 1896, 
: was born at Patchogue, Long Island, in 1832. He settled in Des 
Moines in 1857. In May 1861 he enlisted in Co. ‘‘D’’ Second Iowa In- 
fantry Volunteers, and served with the regiment until mustered out at 
the close of the war. He was severely wounded in Georgia in 1864. 
After the war he returned to Des Moines and engaged in business a 
number of years, until the failure of his health, from the effects of his 
service in the army. He was an honored and respected citizen, a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal] church since 1865. 


JAMES MADISON DE ARMOND was born in Blair county, Pennsy!- 
vania, September 7, 1846; and died at Davenport, Iowa, June 4, 1896. 
He came to Davenport with his father’s family in 1866, and graduated 
from the city High School in 1869. In September of the last year he 
was appointed Principal of the High School, in which capacity he con- 
tinued until 1885, when he was appointed Post Master. In the autumn 
of 1890 he returned to his place at the head of the Davenport Schools, 
where he remained untjl his death., He early attained a prominent 
position among the Jeading educators of our State. 
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Rev. Harvey Apams, D. D., was born at New Alstead, N. H., 
ai Sanne 16, 1809, and died at New Hampton, iowa, September 23, 1896. 
He graduated at the University of Vermont, about the year 1839, and 
‘also from Andover three years later. He was one of the famous “Towa 
Band” of Congregational clergymen, which included Dr. William Salter, 
Rev. Dr. Ephraim Adams, Rev. Dr. Robbins, and others, who came to 
this State in 1843. Dr. Adams was distinguished for his labors in the 
anti-slavery cause, for his ministrations to the soldiers stationed in 
early days at Council Bluffs, for his efficient aid in founding Iowa 
College, at Grinnell, and for the high position he occupied in Iowa as 
one of the leaders of his chureh. Itis probable that a full sketch of 
his useful life may be published hereafter. 


FRANKLIN H. WHITNEY, died at his home in Atlantic, October, 
11, 1896, at the age of 64. Ue was born in Mexico, Oswego county, 
New York, and received an academic education. He came to Iowa in 
1856 and settled near where he laid out the town of Whitneyville, the 
year following. He founded The Gazette at Lewis, which was the pio- 
neer newspaper in Cass county. In company with John Keyes and 
Isaac Dickerson, he laid out the town of Atlantic in 1870. 


Mrs. W. H. Forman died October 23, 1896, at the family resi- 
dence, Keokuk, Iowa, in her 73rd year. Her maiden name was Sophia 
Sells, sister of Hon. Elijah Sells, Secretary of State of this State, 1856— 
1861. She was born in Columbus, Ohio, April 1, 1824, and was married 
in Dublin, Ohio, more than fifty years ago, to Mr. W. H. Forman who 
survives her. They came to Keokuk, Iowa, in March, 1852, and after- 
ward made that city their home. 


Rey. J. C. GREGG, an early settler of Des Moines, died there Octo- 
ber 17, 1896. He was a soldier in the Mexican war, and also served as 
Captain in the Twenty-third lowa Volunteers during the rebellion. He 
was born in Fleming County, Kentucky, October 25,1817, and had been 
a resident of Des Moines since 1867. He was a member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church fourty-seven years, and a part of. that time a 
clergyman. 


GrorGe LENDRUM, for over thirty years a resident of Des Moines, 
died October 24, 1896, in his 70th year. He was a native of New York. 
Settling in Burlington, Iowa, in 1853, he remained there several years, 
but later came to Des Moines. He was for some time largely engaged 
in iron manufacturing. He was also twice elected sheriff of Polk 
county, holding the office from 1876 to 1880. 


LArs HENryson, a pioneer of Scott township, Hamilton county, - 
where he settled in 1857, died there on the 12th of November, 1896, at the 
age of 74. He was a native of Norway, and was born March 27, 1822. 
He was prominent and influential among his own people and in the 
county, a useful and enterprising citizen, a man who stood high in the 
esteem of all who knew him. 


J. P. Grirris, one of the early pioneers of Polk County, who 
opened the first meat market in Des Moines, died September 26, 1896, 
near Los Angeles, California, to which place he removed some ten or 
twelve years ago. 
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In the bottom line of page 579, for ‘*Mr. eocsenel read MM 
Bainbridge—as it appears in the Journals of the Third and Fourth | 
Legislative Assemblies: though he signed his name officially —“Mort,_ ee 


Bainbridge.”’ 
On page 580. second line, for “Edward Johnstone,’ read Thomas 


Cox. 
On page 581, for ‘een read Colman. 
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Reo v4! Sr de oat pep oe established by act of the Legislature of 1892 for the pro- 
motion of historical collections pertaining to Iowa and the Territory fi hi 
our State was established. “s . ee 

The Historical Rooms are in the basement story of the State House, are fire proof. 
and will be a safe depository for valuable buoks, files of newspapers, pamphlets, man- 
uscripts, maps, portraits and articles of value, illustrative of the history and progress 
of our State and its people. 

Here it is desired to collect : 


- Ist. A copy of all documents, papers or pamphlets, letters or manuscripts, relating 
to early settlements in any part of lowa, 

2d. Well authenticated facts relating to the naming of any of the lakes, rivers 
counties, cities and chief towns of Iowa, stating the origin, signification, and authors 
of such names 
_ - 3d. Personal narratives; the biographies of men or women who wereamong the 
early settlers in any part of Iowa, giving details of all facts of public interest, inci- 
dents of pioneer life, ete. 

4th Copies of old Iowa newspapers, files of such papers upto the close of the War 

-of the Rebellion; letters written by soldiers during the war; incidents connected 
with the organization of lowa regiments, batteries or companies. 

5th. Letters, diaries, commissions of officers, newspaper articles in war times, 
histories of companies and regiments, arms or equipments used in any of the wars, 
battle flags, ete. r 

6th. Thenames, date of establishment, and brief histories of Academies, Semin- 
aries, Colleges and Universities in Iowa. Names of founders, and of all principals 
and presidents, and dates of terms of service. Catalogues and other publications, 

7th. Send to the Historical Department the stone axes, hatchets, mauls, pestles, 
arrow and spear heads, and not allow them to be wasted by scattering them elsewhere. 

8th. We desire especially arms, household implements, or ornaments in use 
among any of the Indian tribes which have at any time inhabited Iowa; also reco]- 
lections of the lowa Indians by any of the pioneer white settlers. 

9th. Photographs or engravings of public buildings of Iowa or Western historic 
places, and drawings, paintings or portraits relating in any way to Iowa or Iowa 
people 

10th. In short we wish to collect copies of all circulars, pamphlets, political 
speeches, lectures, sermons, books or manuscripts referring to lowa or the West, or 
prepared by Iowa men or women on any subject at any time or any place. 

Owners of rare documents or valuable relics who do not wish to dispose of them, 
may be willing to deposit them in our fire-proof rooms where they will be secure 
from loss or destruction and earefully preserved, with the name of the owner attached, 
subject to withdrawal at any time. 

We solicit from historical societies or similar organizations copies of their publi- 
cations, and will cheerfully reciprocate such favors. We also respectfully solicit from 
authors and publishers of Western history or biography copies of their works for ovr 
Historical Library. All such contributions will be acknowledged in these pages. 

All contributions Should be addressed to the Historical Department, Des Moines 
Iowa. 


manuscript narratives and recollections as ay be > 
by this Department, 


THE. ANNALS C : 


The publication of this magazine was resumed i 
1893, after a suspension of several years, cee 
Department of lowa. ee 


In order to facilitate the collection and _prese 
sou pare for the publication, from time to wet 


No better or more popular method of } lacing aan 
tributions within reach of the people of the State tet f 
suggested, than through a magazine published apartery 
that purpose. = 

Each issue of the Axnaxs will contain not less” ‘th: 
eighty pages, with one or more portraits of prominent Toy 
men or women; and such other illustrations as can be 
cured, to add to the interest of pare and biographical , 
sketches. * 

We especially invite contributions Pelaben, experiences 
and adventures of Iowa soldiers in the War of the Rebellion; — 
histories of Lowa regiments, and any facts pertaining to- the 
four years’ war, that have not yet been published, Very ~ 
few histories of lowa regiments have yet appeared, and we ; 
especially urge upon the surviving soldiers that arrange- 
ments be made without delay to secure a good history of each — 
of the fifty-seven lowa regiments and four batteries. — The — 
numbers for two years will make a valuable book of at least. 
640 pages, and place these Iowa war records where they 
will be preserved for all time, while many of the actors in — 
the great tragedy of the nineteenth century are living to 
ftrhish them. ie 

We also cordially solicit the survivors of pioneer days — 
to contribute their recollections of early times. Narratives — 
relating to the first settlements in every part of the State — 
furnish most valuable materials for history. by 

Tur AnnaAts oF Iowa will be printed in style suitable — 

or) bine and the subscription price is one dollar per cs 
aah or twSnty-tive cents a singlenumber. Public libraries — 

and educational institutions will find in this work historical 
material that will be of especial interest to young peepee 
who desire correct information relating to Towa and its past. — 


Subscriptions and communications should be addressed. to. 
the Historical Department, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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